
 

 

 

What Does the Bible REALLY Say About Israel? (And Why It Matters 
Now) with Pastor Robert Furrow  
 
(March 20, 2026) 
 
FRANK:  
Ladies and gentlemen, it seems like ever since my friend Charlie Kirk was murdered, there's been a lot of talk 
on the Internet, even by conserva=ves, about Israel. What is the deal with Israel? Is Israel really the same 
Israel that was in the Old Testament, that's in the Bible, the modern state? 
 
Is that an extension of what the Bible talks about? Is that modern state even part of what the Bible is talking 
about? Is there a future for Israel? Has the church replaced Israel? We're going to dive into the Bible today to 
talk about that because there's so much confusion and so many different perspec=ves on this. 
 
We're going to go into the Scriptures and examine what we can examine and try and draw some conclusions 
about this. And in order to do that, I have a very good friend of mine, Robert Furrow, who's been the pastor 
of, Calvary Chapel, Tucson, for, like, a millennium, it seems, almost. 
 
Here he is, ladies and gentlemen, Robert Furrow. Robert, you're coming up. All right, enough for the 
audience. You're coming up on 50 years of being the pastor at Calvary Chapel, Tucson, is that right?  
 
ROBERT:  
Well, 41. This next October will be 41.  
 
FRANK:  
Oh, but you've been a Chris=an for 50 years? 
 
That's what I was— 
 
ROBERT:  
I've been a Chris=an for 50 years. Yeah.  
 
FRANK:  
I was just reading a chapter in the new book. This is the new book, won't be out un=l August, ladies and 
gentlemen. So we're not really selling the book at this point, but we want you to know about it. It's called The 
Difficult Passages in Revela=on: Naviga=ng the Most Challenging Verses and Topics with Biblical Clarity. 
 
And why don't we just start, Robert, if we could, with something unique that people just can't deny this about 
what happened in 1948 with regard to Israel. You got; you got something you want to say about that? 
 
Let's just start there and then we'll get into all these other ques=ons related to Israel.  



 

 

 

ROBERT:  
Yeah, and I think that's a good place to start. An overall picture is that the Bible says that God is going to 
displace the people of Israel, destroy the land, then restore the land and bring the na=on of Israel back. 
 
So that's kind of the prophe=c aspects that we find in the Old Testament. Israel. I've got a li`le statement 
here. Israel is the only na=on in history to return to its ancestral homeland and restore its sovereignty aaer 
nearly 2,000 years. Restoring a state, people and language. 
 
One of the clearest signs that we are living in the last days is Israel back in the land. And all of that to being 
the only na=on that that happened to, and it was foretold not one =me, but many =mes in the Old Testament 
is really strong. 
 
I will talk to people who don't believe that. They don't believe the na=on of Israel, that God has brought them 
back into the land. And, they'll say it's just coincidence, it's coincidence that God said he's going to displace 
them. The land will be destroyed, become desolate, and then they will be restored. 
 
And then it happened exactly as God said it. But if it's the only na=on that it has happened to, specifically 
their ancestral homeland, 2,000 years out of it, and God foretold it, there's got to be a strength there. And 
even the language being restored, Zephaniah 3:9 says, for then I will restore to the people a pure language 
that they may call on my name of the name of the Lord to serve him with one accord. 
 
Now, the language, the Hebrew language disappeared, except in religious seengs. In other words, when they 
were doing rituals, or they would do their seder, they would use some Hebrew in that. But we lost a lot of it. 
And then it was restored so that it is spoken by a na=on today. 
 
Again, that's never happened where you had a language that was lost and then been restored. And God said 
it was going to happen. These, these are powerful things because they haven't happened in any other place. 
They're not common things that take place. And God said that they were going to happen. 
 
And they did.  
 
FRANK:  
Hey, let's talk a li`le bit about this concept of the last days. Because there's one thing that everybody ought to 
agree on, and that is, we don't date, easy for me to say, date set Christ's return, because He Himself said 
nobody knows the day, the hour, the =mes, or the season. 
 
I'm going to come like a thief in the night. So if somebody says, oh, I know He's coming at such and such a 
=me, that's not the =me he's coming. So when we say last days and the scriptures say last days, what does 
that mean?  
 
ROBERT:  
Okay, so the last days in, a large sense started with the church age on Pentecost. 
 



 

 

 

So Peter said on Pentecost in the book of Acts, Acts, Chapter 2, that he quoted Joel, in the last days, I will no 
longer pour out, pour out my spirit on all flesh. So there's a sense that the last days have been around for a 
long =me. Then there's the la`er days. So there's the last days in which God is moving now as He's going to 
move. 
 
Then there'll be the tribula=on period, where the An=christ will come on, the temple will be rebuilt, and then 
there'll be the abomina=on of desola=on. But the la`er days is what we're looking at now. And as far as 
people seeng dates, people got to stop. This is what I always say all the =me. Stop seeng dates. 
 
People, I've heard people say, the Bible says no one knows the day or the hour, but you can know the two 
days. And so it's the Feast of Trumpets, because you can know the two days as if that's what Jesus was saying. 
No man knows the day or the hour, Jesus said, except you can know. You can know those two days. 
 
He was obviously saying, we don't know when he's going to return, so we have to be ready. The Bible says 
Jesus is returning for those who eagerly wait for him. So we need to eagerly wait for him. The early church 
had Maranatha, come quickly. Lord Jesus. 
 
They had a sense they wanted Jesus to return. They loved Jesus, and heaven more than they loved the world, 
which really corresponds to Babylon. The world is a con=nua=on of what Babylon is and what Babylon will 
become in the Book of Revela=on. 
 
But some=mes I think it's very dangerous for us to love this world, to be so materialis=c, to think that we 
belong to this world instead of being sojourners in this world.  
 
FRANK:  
Yeah, and I think that just as Paul talks about in First Corinthians 2, about Christ's first coming, that these 
things were hidden because if the dark forces of this world knew what Christ was doing, they never would 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 
 
In other words, the Old Testament prophecies can only really be put together in a coherent way and be 
understood clearly aaer you get the events of the New Testament. Because if they were telegraphed too 
much, Satan never would have ins=gated the death of Jesus. 
 
I also think that the second coming, to a certain extent, as Christ said, no one knows the day, the hour, the 
=mes, or the season, is veiled for a reason. It seems to me, Robert, because if we knew, say, Jesus was coming 
back in, say, 2034, we'd be going, hey, we got =me, right? 
 
ROBERT:  
That's right.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

FRANK:  
I'm going to live like I want to live. And I'll run up to credit cards at the end of 2033, I'll repent, and then Jesus 
will come. I think he's purposely leaving it ambiguous. So, we don't date set, and we just always have to be 
ready. 
 
Do you agree with that?  
 
ROBERT:  
Jesus said to. As he's coming down the Mount of Olives and he's weeping, he says, because you didn't know 
the day of your visita=on. Daniel 9 gives us a dis=nct =me that the Messiah will come to the first =me before 
the destruc=on of the temple. 
 
And it's pre`y clear there. It's interes=ng, in the Old Testament, you don't have anyone being, any demons 
being exorcised. You have some demons influencing people like Saul and others, but you don't find demons 
working the way they did around Galilee in the days of Jesus. Galilee and Jerusalem, and there. I think the 
enemy, and when they approached Jesus, they said, I know who you are. 
 
And he told them to be quiet, and he wouldn't let him speak because they said things like that. So it's just. It 
is interes=ng to me that there was such demonic ac=vity around Galilee. When it says that Naphtali, O 
Galilee, a great light will come to you. So, it's as if Satan did kind of know that something was happening 
there. 
 
And I don't think he knew. I think he was looking to destroy Jesus. That's what he came to destroy Jesus. Like 
you said, a lot of it was veiled. And when you look at it from 20/20 hindsight, it's like, wow. Isaiah 53, Psalm 
22, it's all right there. But unless you have that 20/20 hindsight, you don't see it that clearly. 
 
FRANK:  
Hey, let's clear up one thing before we go to break, and that is that it seems to say that Jesus is going to come 
back soon. This is in the book of Revela=on. I'm sure this is unpacked in your forthcoming book. It's been 
2,000 years, Pastor.  
 
ROBERT:  
That's right.  
 
FRANK:  
How is this soon? 
 
Explain.  
 
ROBERT:  
Okay, so the word soon, there is tachys in the Greek, and we get our word tachometer from it. So, the 
tachometer doesn't tell you how fast you're going. It tells you how fast the engine is revving. And so what he's 
saying is, I'm coming speedily. 



 

 

 

And some transla=ons even translate it that way, meaning when these things start, they will happen rapidly. 
Jesus said, when you see these things start, look up, your redemp=on draws nigh. So they're happening 
rapidly. It goes on in Revela=on, chapter one, to say that the =me is near. 
 
And this is prophe=c language. Like in the Old Testament, prophets oaen said, the day of the Lord is at hand. 
The day of the Lord hasn't happened yet. That was the Old Testament, but it was a prophe=c language to say, 
you've got to be ready because the day of the Lord could happen at any moment. So it wasn't saying it was 
going to happen instantly or within the life=me of Jesus, as some tried to say. 
 
FRANK:  
Much more with Pastor Robert Furrow. By the way, does the church replace Israel? We're going to get into 
that as well on I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist. We got a lot more with Pastor Robert Furrow. 
Don't go anywhere. Back aaer the break. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, there's a lot of talk on the Internet about Israel. We're looking at the Bible's 
perspec=ve on it, at least how we interpret the passages here. We know there are different interpreta=ons of 
this, but we want to put our best foot forward with Pastor Robert Furrow to look at some of the passages 
related to Israel in the Bible. 
 
And the ques=on we're going to deal with here, in this segment, is does the church replace Israel? Which 
would mean that the modern state of Israel has nothing to do with the Bible and there is no future for Israel. 
The land promises that were made in the Old Testament, where it says that land's going to be given to them 
forever, that doesn't really mean forever. 
 
And, the church has now taken over. Pastor Robert Furrow, what do you say about that? Some people are 
saying the church replaces Israel. Let's start with maybe the best argument that church replacement folks say 
replaces Israel. 
 
ROBERT:  
Well, they'll usually go to Romans chapter 9, where it says that not all Israel is Israel. And from there they'll 
say, so that means that the church is Israel. So they're tying that in. But that passage is not saying that. It 
doesn't say that. When you go back and read it, it's like me saying today, not all Chris=ans are Chris=ans. 
 
And you and I know that. Not everybody who says they're Chris=ans, Jesus said, not everybody who says to 
me, lord, Lord will enter into the kingdom of heaven. And not all Chris=ans are Chris=ans is the same as not 
all Israel is Israel. There's people who are physical Israel who don't love God, and they're not a part of spiritual 
Israel being saved in the very end. 
 
But to say that God's not going to keep his promises to Israel. So God made a lot of promises to them. He's 
going to restore them into the land. He will not forget them. That, he said, I've carved you on the palms of my 
hands. I will not forget you, my people. If a mother can forget her child in her womb, I will not forget you. 
 



 

 

 

And then, for people to start to say, well, God took the promises he made to Israel and now applies them to 
the church. I can almost see it again with someone living in the 1700s. Israel's not a na=on. 
 
It's not even beginning to be a na=on. Israel sca`ered around the world. And here in Revela=on, in Zechariah, 
all these, Daniel, you've got Israel in the center of the last days. I'm going to make Jerusalem a heavy stone 
around the neck of the world. The day of the Lord is a day of Jacob's trouble. 
 
Jacob is another name for Israel. So, they kind of went, well, what do we do with this? So, when he's talking 
about that, he's talking about the church. That's where they went to. And they have to not be literal in order 
to do that. I believe the best hermeneu=c and hermeneu=c is the art of studying scripture. 
 
I believe the best hermeneu=c is to take it as literal as possible. We know you can't take everything super 
literal, but to take it as literal as possible. But if you have-- I like to use this analogy. If you have two girls and 
you promise one of your girls a bowl of ice cream, and you come out and you say, I'm not going to give it to 
you because you are bad. 
 
But I'm going to give it to your sister. How's that going to work out for you?  
 
FRANK:  
You promised it to the first one, and then you give it to the second one. Okay.  
 
ROBERT:  
You give it to the second one. Yeah. Also, if you were to take out a loan at Wells Fargo. You make a promissory 
note with them, and then you pay it back to Chase. 
 
Is there going to be any-- So they would say, that's wrong. You've got to keep it with who you kept the 
promise with. So, God made promises to Israel. And if God said, I won't forget you, my people, I'm going to 
restore you in the land, and I'm going to restore you spiritually, pouring out grace and mercy on you, then 
how could God change and say, well, now you as the church, are going to receive the promises that I 
promised Israel. 
 
See? And it just doesn't make sense. I understand theologically how they got there, because we're living in a 
day when Israel's back in the land, and so we can go all these Old Testament, all these end of the world 
passages that talk about the na=on of Israel being around. 
 
We go, well, they're here, but un=l 1948, they weren't. And so that's why you came up with covenant 
theology, replacement theology, really developed.  
 
FRANK:  
You know what's interes=ng? You just made me think of something a lot of =mes, and this is true a lot of 
=mes who hold a dispensa=onal view. 
 



 

 

 

People that hold a dispensa=onal view are accused of having the Bible in one hand and a newspaper or now 
the Internet in the other, trying to marry these two up. But it seems like you're saying that prior to Israel 
coming into the land, that same thing was going on, despite the fact there are clear promises that Israel 
would be at the end days or would be restored and that those land promises are forever. 
 
Since Israel wasn't in the land, people started to spiritualize those passages based on current events. They 
said, well, Israel's not in there, so the Bible must be saying something different than what it actually says.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, yeah, I think that's true. 
 
Yeah. Dispensa=onalism has definitely fallen out of favor in these days were called, dispies. A person who I 
really like made a reference, I'm watching, and she's like, yeah, the dispies that are out there. All 
Dispensa=onalism is ages. 
 
So, we believe that God worked with in the ante- diluvian period. We believe that God worked before 
Abraham. We believe that God worked from between Abraham and Moses. Then Moses gave the Law. There 
was a long sec=on where the Law was being moved. Jesus completed the Law. Moses opened the book on 
the Law. 
 
Jesus completed the Law by closing the book on the Law to where now we are no longer under it, and we're 
in the church age. That's the dispensa=on of the church. You will have one more dispensa=on, which is the 
tribula=on period, which Jesus said there's a =me coming that's worse than anything this world will ever see 
or anything that's ever going to happen to it. 
 
And he spoke of the abomina=on of desola=on that some people try to say was An=ochus Epiphanes, under 
the Maccabean revolt. But Jesus said it is going to happen in the future and that hasn't happened yet. So, we 
s=ll have that day. And Paul talked in second Thessalonians about the man of sin being revealed, and he's 
revealed in the tribula=on period, during that =me. 
 
So, we're s=ll looking for the An=christ and we're not looking for him because Jesus said when these things 
happen, look up. So, dispensa=onalists, I believe dispensa=onalism is very biblical. The a`ack is oaen that 
there was a guy by the name of Darby, who went to visit Margaret McDonald, who was a demon-possessed 
girl. 
 
He got dispensa=onalism from her that went into the Scofield Bible. That's why dispensa=onalism blew up— 
 
FRANK:  
They would say that that started in the 1800s.  
 
ROBERT:  
1880 ish.  
 



 

 

 

FRANK:  
Okay, now what's your response to that?  
 
ROBERT:  
Well, that, that first of all, Margaret McDonald actually didn't have a pre-tribula=on view. 
 
Her view was on the other team. I like to tell people that tell me that she got it from our McDonald. She's on 
your team, not ours. And the fact that many church fathers believed, I'm going to say many, some church 
fathers believed exactly how we believe that Jesus is going to come back, then there's going to be a 
tribula=on period. 
 
They might have thought it was three and a half years. But remember, there are many things church fathers 
believed that were wrong. That's why we had a reforma=on. So if you go back to the early church fathers to 
try to develop your doctrine, you're in trouble because you're going to be looking at a lot of different Things 
we don't do that. 
 
Right? The Bible tells us that all Scriptures given by the inspira=on of God is profitable for reproof, for 
correc=on, for doctrine, that the man of God could be thoroughly equipped, knocking in nothing, not church 
history. It can add to your argument, but it can never be your argument— 
 
FRANK:  
Yeah, it almost seems like you're taking a catholic approach if you're going to say that. 
 
Well, the church father said this, therefore it must be true. Although, to be fair, Roman Catholics theologians 
will probably say, and obviously I haven't talked to all of them, but will probably say if there's a conflict 
between say church fathers and the Scriptures, you s=ll have to go with the Scriptures. But let's not go down 
that rabbit trail right now. 
 
ROBERT:  
I was going to say, but yeah.  
 
FRANK:  
Some might say the opposite. In any event. Isn't it true, though— 
 
ROBERT:  
They use tradi=on a lot. So tradi=on to Catholic is as high as Scripture. They have Christ, they have, you know, 
risen from the dead, they have the virgin birth, they have everything they need. They just do a lot of weird, of 
strange things because they put tradi=on as high as Scripture when we don't.  
 
FRANK:  
Is it possible that some of the early church fathers wouldn't have thought that the dispensa=onal view that 
Israel was going to be a literal na=on again, that they ran into the same problem somebody in 1500 ran into. 
 



 

 

 

Israel was destroyed in 70 A.D. So, these church fathers aaer that are going, well, maybe Israel isn't going to 
be literal. Maybe there's not going to be a literal Israel in the future.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, there's no temple. There was another, there was another revolt in 125 where the Jews were totally put 
down. 
 
So they were put down and the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D., then in 125 there was another one. But yes, 
these early church fathers, when you're talking about Irenaeus and some of the other ones, they have the 
same thing. Israel's not-- They're in cap=vity. Many of them were killed. 
 
Many of them were crucified at the destruc=on of Jerusalem. And that's the same, the same problem that 
people had say during World War II when the Jews are just dispersed and they don't have a homeland.  
 
FRANK:  
Now the homeland promised in the text it starts with Abraham. 
 
Maybe we can go through a few of those passages, Robert. Extended from basically most will say the Nile 
River, all the way to the Euphrates, which today would include parts of Egypt, the Sinai Peninsula, all of Israel, 
the West Bank, Lebanon, Jordan, up into Iraq, maybe even some parts of Saudi Arabia and Iran. 
 
Right? That's a lot of land. In fact, I think Winston Churchill, when he drew up the modern state of Israel, 
ini=ally, right aaer World War I, it included much of that land. It later got whi`led down, but, that land was 
promised to Israel where in the scriptures? 
 
ROBERT:  
Well, I'm not sure exactly where that ci=ng is, that that sec=on of land is promised to them. But God does tell 
them that He's going to give them from the Euphrates River to— 
 
FRANK:  
The Nile, it seems.  
 
ROBERT:  
The great sea. So, it's a large sec=on, but I'm not sure exactly where that's at. 
 
But that's never been realized. Even under David and Solomon, where they had the most land, it was never 
realized. We look at that and say that will be realized in the millennial kingdom. When we have the lion lying 
down with the calf, the wolf lying down with the lamb, the child plays by the cobra's hole, and there's peace 
on earth. 
 
It says men will walk in peace. The purpose of government, according to the Bible, is to make peace. And 
government doesn't, they don't do that. I don't feel safety when I'm walking down certain streets in Tucson. I 



 

 

 

don't know if you feel really safe all the =me, where you are, but the government doesn't do a good job of 
that. Jesus will, because he's going to rule with a rod of iron. 
 
And during that millennium period, I think that Israel will have that land during that =me, and Jesus will be 
showing us what real government was supposed to be like.  
 
FRANK:  
Yeah, it seems like the passage that I'm thinking of. 
 
Let me make sure I have this passage right. It's Genesis 15:18. To your descendants, I give this land from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates. That river of Egypt would seem to be, that would seem to be 
probably the Nile River. 
 
ROBERT:  
The whole east side of Egypt.  
 
FRANK:  
Well, we're going to unpack this further right aaer the break. We're talking to Pastor Robert Furrow. He's got 
a book coming out in August called The Difficult Passages in Revela=on. We're talking about Israel today. Is 
the modern state of Israel the same state that deserves the land promises that the Bible talks about? 
 
Or has that state been replaced by the church? We're talking about issues like that so don't go anywhere. 
You're listening to I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist with me, Frank Turek, back right aaer the break. 
 
AD:  
Students across America are more open to the truth of Chris=anity than ever before. And Dr. Frank Turek is 
taking the powerful evidence for God to campuses like UC Berkeley, the University of Georgia, Ohio State, and 
Alabama, reaching thousands in person and millions more online. 
 
But every event now requires costly security to keep students safe. And Cross Examine never charges students 
to a`end. That's why we urgently need your support. The culture is dark, but hearts are open. Help keep the 
light of truth shining by dona=ng today at crossexamined.org. That's cross examined, with a D on the end .org. 
 
FRANK:  
Ladies and gentlemen, today we're talking about what the Bible says about Israel. Is Israel being replaced by 
the church, or was it replaced by the church? We're making the case here. No. There is a future for Israel. 
 
Does the modern state of Israel have anything to do with that? We're talking about that right now. We're also 
going to now talk about this idea that God predicted that he would sca`er the Israelites across the world into 
all the na=ons but then bring them back. 
 
Pastor Robert Furrow is my guest. He is the pastor of Calvary Chapel, Tucson. He's been doing a lot of hard 
work out there. I've preached out there at your church, Robert, and people don't know this who don't go to 



 

 

 

your church, but man, you're working hard. You have two campuses, and you go back and forth between the 
two of them every Sunday. 
 
And, you must know the police in Tucson because you have to, you have to go pre`y quickly to get from one 
campus to the other.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, it's been, God, I haven't got a =cket, so that's good.  
 
FRANK:  
And I want to— 
 
ROBERT:  
We have the law of reasonable and prudent here, so you can go over the speed limit, It just has to be 
reasonable and prudent. 
 
FRANK:  
Reasonable and prudent. You're the spirit of the law, not the le`er of the law. But the point, I love your 
church because you've got a church that's very diverse economically. It's interes=ng. You've got white collar, 
but blue collar as well. 
 
And they all. It's just one big church of believers who love one another. So, I love the spirit of your church.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah. Thank you. Thank you.  
 
FRANK:  
Let's talk a li`le bit, about this idea that the Lord predicts in several places in the Old Testament, even in, even 
in the wri=ngs of Moses, way back in Deuteronomy, that he's going to sca`er the Israelites all over the 
na=ons. 
 
What are those passages?  
 
ROBERT:  
Well, there's Deuteronomy 28:64. So, Deuteronomy is the second law. He's giving the Law to the new 
genera=on. Remember, the first genera=on is sca`ered in the wilderness. The new genera=on is ready to go 
in. He encourages Joshua, then he's giving them the new law. 
 
So, in Deuteronomy, or he's giving them the Law the second =me to this new genera=on. So, in Deuteronomy 
28:64, he says, the Lord will sca`er you among all people. The all people there is really important. From one 
end of the earth to another, that's really important as well. 
 



 

 

 

So, he's going to sca`er you among all people from one end of the earth to the other. And there you shall 
serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known, of wood and stone. Now the ques=on is, 
does the exile, right, of Babylon, because there's three exiles. 
 
You have a divided na=on of Israel, divided under Rehoboam, Solomon's son, where you've got the northern 
kingdoms of Israel and the southern kingdoms of Judah, and Benjamin was there. And the 10 tribes were 
taken cap=ve before the Babylonians and taken by Assyria into cap=vity. 
 
And they never really returned. Certainly, people made their way back and people lea from the 10 tribes and 
went up to Hezekiah in Jerusalem. That expanded the walls to take the people of Israel, while they were being 
surrounded. 
 
And while, it's just like today, you've got to have your army get into place. They knew something was 
happening, and so they moved to Jerusalem. So, there were, all the 12 tribes were set up in Jerusalem, just 
not the same number. So, then there's the exile of Babylon, where they're removed to Babylon. 
 
That is basically a local exile. People did eventually make their way from Babylon up into Europe. You got 
Aquila and Priscilla that are around with Paul. That's before the destruc=on of the Temple. So they, Jews did 
make their way around the world, but not to the level that it says here. 
 
Not sca`ering them from one end of the earth to another, and among all people. That happened aaer the 
destruc=on of the temple in 70 A.D. And Jesus talked about this in Luke 21. 
 
Jesus said... that's funny, I just had it. Okay, so, yeah, Luke 21:24. And they will fall by the edge of the sword. 
This is him coming down the Mount of Olives. He's weeping over Jerusalem. He says, how I've longed to 
gather you as a mother hen gathers her chicks, and you would not. 
 
And then he says, and they will fall by the edge of the sword and be led away, cap=ve, into all na=ons. That's 
the same language that Moses used in Deuteronomy. They will go into all na=ons and Jerusalem will be 
trampled by the Gen=les un=l the =me of the Gen=les is fulfilled. 
 
So Jerusalem will once again have Jews that are trampling it, rather than Gen=les who are trampling it. That's 
what is happening today, and it happened in 1973, and it's happening even more as =me goes on. 
 
There are many in Jordan that feel that Jerusalem is encroaching more and more upon the Temple period that 
Jordan is in control of. Israel took control of all of Jerusalem in '73, but gave back the Temple Mount to Jordan. 
So, Jordan controls the Temple Mount today. 
 
So, we could say the Temple Mount is controlled by Islam.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

FRANK:  
Yeah, at this point. It is. Also, you men=oned, Deuteronomy 28, Deuteronomy 30, just a couple of chapters 
later, says, the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and gather you again from all the na=ons where the 
Lord your God has sca`ered you. 
 
And so it seems that, as you say, the exile in 586 BC of the southern kingdom was local. They did come back 
aaer Cyrus in 539 BC allowed them to come back into the land. And that's where that famous prophecy that 
Chris=ans oaen take in and out of context. 
 
Oh, the plans, I have you. Plans to prosper you, plans to give you hope in a future. You know, Jeremiah 29:11. 
That was the promise to those people they would come back into the land 70 years later. But they just went 
to Babylon. They weren't sca`ered all over the world, as Deuteronomy 28 and 30 say. 
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, and I think 30 is important because it says I will bring them back from all around the world. So God's 
promising there would be a moment like Jesus who said, Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gen=les un=l the 
=me of the Gen=les is fulfilled.  
 
FRANK:  
Yes. So they come back into the land then in 1948, and they don't take all the land. 
 
It's a very small piece of the land that was promised to them from basically the Nile to the Euphrates. But 
they are in the land, by the way, I had Bill Federer on the show a couple of weeks ago, Robert, I know you 
know of him, he's a brilliant historian. And he was saying his view anyway is, the fact that Israel in the land 
where they are now is really holding back the Muslim desire for a worldwide caliphate. 
 
Because if Israel goes down, he said he thought that you're going to see jihad on steroids. Muslims are going 
to think, oh, this is the caliphate. We're going to be able to bring it back now, which of course translates into 
the current situa=on with Iran and Israel, that Israel and the United States are saying, we cannot allow these 
people to get a nuclear weapon because if they do get a nuclear weapon, they will use it because they think 
that if they, the Shia side of Islam, they think that if they can start a world war, the caliphate is going to come 
back, and they're going to take over the en=re world. 
 
So, from just a prac=cal perspec=ve at this point and a theological perspec=ve of the Shia Muslims, this is 
playing right into the idea that if Iran gets a nuclear weapon, and Israel goes down, the worldwide caliphate 
will begin. 
 
And doesn't Israel, by the way, have to be in the land in order for all the na=ons to gather in the valley of 
Jezreel or the Armageddon Valley in order to have the final ba`le? Does that presuppose Israel's back in the 
land?  
 
 
 



 

 

 

ROBERT:  
Yeah, but remember, by that =me the An=christ has kind of taken over Jerusalem and the ba`le of 
Armageddon, they gather in Armageddon and they march on Jerusalem. 
 
But going back to Israel being kind of this, kind of stopping things from happening in the region. So the Bible 
says that Israel, when Gog and Magog come against them, this is in Ezekiel 38. 
 
It says that God will put a hook in Gog's mouth, who's a leader. Gog is a leader, and he will bring them down 
against Israel to a people who dwell in safety. We haven't had Israel dwell in safety yet. And aaer the October 
7th happened, I talked to Joel Rosenberg, who's a friend of mine. 
 
And you know who Joel is?  
 
FRANK:  
Yes.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah. And Joel said we are believing that we're going to respond in such a way that this is going to make 
safety. That we're going to be in safety. And that those passages can finally be fulfilled because they hadn't 
dwelt in safety. 
 
And aaer, Hamas is just a proxy of Iran, so is Hezbollah. So is the Houthis. And so they needed to go and take 
care of the threat of Iran that's arming all of these people. 
 
And maybe, and hopefully, this will be a quick war. Hopefully, it won't drag on like Iraq and Afghanistan. But 
maybe it really allows them to be able to live in peace. And then living in peace, we would have the return of 
Jesus, the Gog and Magog war, and so on. But— 
 
FRANK:  
We don't know when that's going to happen, friends. Yeah, but you're just saying, according to scripture, it 
would seem like those things would need to happen. 
 
Unless. And this is my co-author, my mentor, Dr. Norman Geiser used to say this. I never thought of this un=l 
he said it. I don't know what your thought is. He said that, you know, there's no necessary connec=on 
between the Rapture, which is a dispensa=onal view, and the tribula=on. In other words, the Rapture could 
occur and the tribula=on could occur 100, 200 years later. Right, that's possible.  
 
ROBERT:  
Or before.  
 
FRANK:  
What, what could happen before?  
 



 

 

 

ROBERT:  
Like, okay, so you would have, you could have the tribula=on period, but the Rapture would happen before, 
like maybe 100 years before the tribula=on.  
 
FRANK:  
That's what I mean. That's what he was saying.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, you said aaer. But. Yeah.  
 
FRANK:  
I'm sorry. Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. 
 
There's no necessary connec=on between Jesus coming back. In other words, according to this dispensa=onal 
view. You don't have to have Israel in peace for Jesus to take the church out in other words. It could happen 
today, but for the tribula=on period, you need certain things to happen— 
 
ROBERT:  
And the only passage that talk, maybe talk a li`le bit about that is Second Thessalonians, where Paul says, 
don't be soon to serve, as if there's le`ers coming from us that the day of the Lord has happened. 
 
So the Thessalonians thought they were living in the tribula=on period. And then he says, for that day will not 
come unless there's a falling away, and the man of sin will be revealed. It's not saying the man of sin has to 
come first. The falling away has to come first. This falling away by theologians is thought to be two things. 
 
Number one, maybe what we've seen in our day, where Chris=ans start falling away. So, how many authors 
and musicians have we seen walk away from the Lord? The word is apostasia there. And translated, fallen 
away. It could be that's a reference to the Rapture as well. 
 
The falling away must happen first, and then the man of sin will be revealed. So, the first thing that happens 
when the seal is torn in Revela=on from the scroll, which is the =tle deed of the Earth, is that the An=christ 
comes on the scene. A white horse with a bow and a wreath, a perishing crown. 
 
When Jesus returns at the end, He returns on a white horse with crowns, diadems, real crowns, ruling. So 
that's the only passage that might make us think they're somehow connected. But s=ll, you could have the 
falling away, then =me pass, and then the man of sin being revealed. Never says it has to happen at the same 
=me.  
 
FRANK:  
And Jesus could come back at any point. He could come back now and then the falling away. I mean, come 
back in the sense that if the rapture view is correct, that the church is taken out, there's more falling away. I'd 
have to think this through. 
 



 

 

 

Geisler's main point is there's no necessary connec=on between the Rapture and the Tribula=on.  
 
ROBERT:  
Right. There could be at different =mes.  
 
FRANK:  
And a lot more with, Pastor Robert Furrow I want to men=on that this week or next. This coming week, we're 
going to be at Colorado Mesa University on Tuesday night. 
 
Then on Thursday night, we're going back to Utah Valley University, where Charlie was murdered. I need you 
to pray for that event. I don't know how it's going to go, but it's going to be Thursday night, March 26th. 
Please pray for that event. And we're back in just a couple of minutes. Don't go anywhere. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, we're back talking to my friend Robert Furrow about Israel. And what I inar=culately 
was trying to say in the last segment was the idea that there's nothing on the prophe=c calendar that needs 
to happen. If the dispensa=onal view is true. 
 
There's nothing on the prophe=c calendar that needs to happen for Jesus to take out his church. You don't 
need wars and rumors of wars. You don't need an apostasy to happen. You just need Jesus to come back at 
any point to take out his church. 
 
Then the tribula=on can occur either very soon or it could be many years later. That was the point that my 
mentor, Dr. Norman Geisler made. And that was his view, the dispensa=onal view, that there would be a 
rapture. But there's no necessary connec=on between Jesus coming to take his church out and all the events 
we read about with regard to the tribula=on. 
 
Do you agree with that, Pastor?  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, I do agree with that. So there's no necessary connec=on. I used Norman Geisler's systema=c theology, 
by the way, for years. So, that's what I studied from.  
 
FRANK:  
It's right here. It's right behind me.  
 
ROBERT:  
But, yeah, I don't know whether there. There's nothing that would state how long it would be. So that's 
important for us to understand. I mean, they're last days' events, but we don't know. They don't need to be 
one happening and then the second star=ng.  
 
FRANK:  
You know what one point I like to make with people, too. This is all very interes=ng, and that's the reason 
we're having this program. 



 

 

 

And you point out, by the way, in this book, The Difficult Passages in Revela=on, that it's important to read 
Revela=on. You're blessed. There's so many blessings about reading it. Maybe we can get into that a li`le bit 
later.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, no, I would love to.  
 
FRANK:  
But my main point to people who are studying this, keep studying it, but realize that all of us are much more 
certain about when our personal judgment will come. 
 
Because you and me, Robert, we're in the fourth quarter of life. It's going to come for us. It could come for us 
any minute. It could come in the next couple of decades. And the same thing is true for people listening and 
watching us right now. In the next several decades, you're going to be personally judged, so you know that 
with more certainty than when Christ is going to come back and judge everything. 
 
So be more concerned about that judgment than when Christ is going to come back. Is that a fair statement?  
 
ROBERT:  
Really, a fair statement and important.  
 
FRANK:  
Yes. But I want to go back because we haven't covered this adequately yet. Romans 9, 10, and 11, I think, 
clearly refute the idea that the church replaces Israel. 
 
Let me just read from Romans 9 briefly, and then I want to go to you for Romans 11 on this. Because Romans 
9 is talking about Israel's past, Romans 10 is talking about Israel's present, and Romans 11 is talking about 
Israel's future. And Paul takes a great detour in the book of Romans to do this. 
 
He could have easily gone from chapter 8 to chapter 12 and kept Israel out of it completely. But he didn't in 
his great theological trea=se, because Israel s=ll exists. And here's what he says in the very first couple of 
verses of chapter nine. 
 
I am speaking the truth in Christ. I'm not lying. My conscience bears witness in the Holy Spirit that I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for 
the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen. By race, they are Israelites, and to them belong the sonship, the glory, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship and the promises. 
 
To them belong the patriarchs. And he goes on to say all this. He's saying that Israel s=ll exists. And then in 
Romans 11, he points out that Israel has a future. So there is no way you can say that the church replaced 
Israel, because if so, you're disagreeing with Paul, who makes a point that unbelieving Israel s=ll exists. 
 



 

 

 

They're ethnic, they're a race. And then he really brings the hammer down in chapter 11. Maybe you could 
talk a li`le bit about the olive tree situa=on there, Pastor.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, I would like to go to the end of chapter nine first as well. Because at the end of chapter nine, he says, 
what are we saying then? 
 
That the Jews that have the law didn't find salva=on? Yes, because they didn't come by faith. And he says, but 
the Gen=les who didn't have the law found salva=on. Yes, because they came by faith. So whether you're 
Jewish or gen=le, you've got to have faith in Christ to be saved. The salva=on is the same now. 
 
Israel is not. Some people disagree because they think Israel's back in the land. And we're saying they don't 
need to become Chris=ans. They don't need the blood of Christ to be forgiven. No, we're one new humanity 
according to Ephesians. And everybody has to be saved the exact same way. We just believe God's going to 
fulfill His promises He made to Israel by bringing them back into the land. 
 
So, Romans 11, he gets to Romans 11, and he starts talking about this olive tree analogy. He tells us, as 
Gen=les, not to be arrogant, because we are a wild olive branch that has been graaed on to the olive tree, 
which is Israel. 
 
God removed some of the branches of Israel and graaed us on. But we aren't graaed onto a church. That's 
not the tree. We're graaed onto Israel. That's why we are Judeo Chris=anity, our founda=ons is in Judaism, 
and we're graaed onto it. 
 
And, and it goes on to say, don't become too haughty because God could cut you off and graa back in the 
natural vine. And if you as a wild branch have been graaed on so easily, how much quicker can God graa on 
the natural branches? If you as a wild branch have been graaed on, wild branches can be graaed on much 
more. 
 
 
So that is not a new olive tree. It's Israel and the restora=on of Israel. And then at the end of, or, at the 
beginning of Romans 11:1 and 2, it says, I say, then has God cast off his people? Certainly not. That's 
important. God hasn't cast off his people, for I also am an Israelite of the seed of Abraham, the tribe of 
Benjamin. 
 
He knew what tribe he was from. But God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. God knew 
everything would happen, and he has not cast away his people. Later on, in Romans 11:24, 25, it says, and all 
of Israel will be saved. 
 
And then he ends the chapter by rejoicing, praise be to glory and God and for all that's happening. So when it 
says all Israel will be saved, some people say, well, all doesn't necessarily mean all all the =me. When the U of 
A. Wildcats won the na=onal championship, I think it was in '97, you could say all of Tucson was excited that 
the Wildcats won, but there were some people who weren't. 



 

 

 

All might not mean all, but it can never mean a few. So when it says all of Israel will be saved, it will be the 
vast majority of Israel that one day, as it says in Zechariah 12:10, I'll pour out a spirit of grace and mercy on 
Jerusalem, and they will mourn for me, as one mourns for an only son. 
 
And, when they look upon me whom they pierced. So that's, both of those speak of that restora=on of the 
na=on of Israel.  
 
FRANK:  
Could it mean all at that =me who see that God has poured out this grace and supplica=on, that they all do 
come to faith? 
 
I mean, that's certainly possible.  
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah. I think it's a huge number of Jews that will all of a sudden. When the An=christ does his thing, they're 
going to go, what a mistake we made. And in the book of Revela=on, God takes them and protects them in 
the wilderness. They have a supernatural protec=on un=l the end of the tribula=on period, when God will go 
up and gather them from the four corners and bring them in, because they go through the tribula=on period 
because they're not believers. 
 
But when they become believers as Jews, they are sealed. 144,000 are sealed, and God protects them 
supernaturally.  
 
FRANK:  
And there's a lot more in the forthcoming book. This doesn't come out un=l August, but it's called Difficult 
Passages in Revela=on. So, you can probably pre-order that now. 
 
ROBERT:  
Yeah, you can pre-order it now.  
 
FRANK:  
There's so much more on this, but the fact that Israel is in Romans 9, 10, and 11, talked about dis=nctly from 
believers, shows you that Israel s=ll exists and Israel s=ll has a future. In fact, he even says this. I got to find 
this passage here. It's from Romans 11. He says, 11:28. He says, as regards the Gospel, they, meaning Israel, 
are enemies of God for your sake, but as regards elec=on, they are beloved for the sake of the patriarchs or 
the forefathers. 
 
Now, in this case, he's talking about the elec=on of the na=on of Israel, not elec=on of people to salva=on, 
because it couldn't be elec=on to salva=on. If it was, they wouldn't be enemies of God, they wouldn't be 
enemies of the Gospel. Right?  
 
ROBERT:  
And just a couple verses before that. 



 

 

 

It says, I don't want you to be ignorant of the mystery concerning Israel. So there's a mystery. And a biblical 
mystery is not something that can't be known. It's something that has been revealed. It was a mystery at one 
point, but that mystery has now been revealed. And Paul a few =mes says, I don't want you to be ignorant of 
the mystery. 
 
One of them is there when it comes to the na=on of Israel, being regraaed onto the vine.  
 
FRANK:  
Yeah. There's so much in the Scriptures, par=cularly 9, 10, 11, Romans 9, 10, 11. I just don't understand how 
people can read that and come away with thinking that Israel's now gone and the church completely replaces 
Israel. 
 
What other arguments could they give for that? Robert, why do people say that?  
 
ROBERT:  
I think it's a theological bias. So when I look, I've got a book now on covenant theology that I'm listening to. 
I'm driving. While I'm driving, I'm listening to it. 
 
And I haven't heard any good biblical arguments towards it. I've heard them cri=cize the way we interpret the 
scriptures. They do it in a much more metaphorical way. We do it in a much more literal way. That's the 
cri=cism that they have with us. 
 
But they aren't going to come back to these Scriptures and try to make the argument they're going to go 
earlier in Romans 9 where it says not all Israel is Israel and therefore, you know, we are Israel who are the 
church. But that's not what that's saying there. When you go back and you read it, not all Israel is Israel. 
 
That means some in Israel are not real Israel. It doesn't have anything to do with the church being Israel now. 
Which is what they try to make the statement that the church has become Israel. No, we've been graaed on 
the vine, but we're one new humanity. Again, Ephesians, chapter 2. 
 
God did something incredible by making us one new man among Jews and Gen=les that are now one body. 
Well, one new people, a holy genera=on.  
 
FRANK:  
Let's do this, Robert. Let's extend this into a midweek podcast if we could, because I s=ll want to cover 
ques=ons such as, well, the current government, obviously, of Israel. 
 
They're not believing Chris=ans. They're not Messianic. Why would anybody say we need to bless them? And 
what does bless Israel even mean? Let's cover that in the next show. And there's several other ques=ons we 
want to get into. 
 



 

 

 

If God has kept his promises to Israel or doesn't keep his promises to Israel, what does that mean to us today? 
If God fails to keep his promises to Israel, what does that mean for us? So let's reconvene and do another 
podcast, and we'll play during midweek if we can, because there's so much more to this topic. 
 
And, friends, if you want to pre-order this, it's going to be a very helpful book. It's called The Difficult Passages 
in Revela=on. So please do that. Don't forget, please pray for these events. Coming up, we're going to be at 
Colorado Chris=an University, or I should say Colorado Mesa University on Tuesday night, and then on 
Thursday night, Lord willing, at Utah Valley University, where Charlie was murdered. You can join us online to 
see that. Lord willing. We'll see you here next =me. God bless. 
 
 
 


