
 

 

 

Can You See the Supernatural? With Lee Strobel 
 
(May 23, 2025) 
 
FRANK:  
Ladies and gentlemen, for atheism to be true, every single spiritual experience in the history of 
the world has to be mistaken. Is that possible? Well, I suppose it's possible. Is it reasonable to 
believe? No, it's not. And in fact, today we're going to talk about the supernatural, many 
aspects of the supernatural. You know, you've probably heard there are two truths about life. 
One is, you have to pay taxes. The second is that you will die. 
 
Well, I'm going to add two more. In addition to the fact you have to pay taxes and that you're 
going to die, the third truth is Christianity is true. And the fourth truth, is that the great Lee 
Strobel always writes a great book, ladies and gentlemen, and he's with us today.  
 
Here he is, the great Lee Strobel, and the new book is called 'Seeing the Supernatural: 
Investigating Angels, Demons, Mystical Dreams, Near Death Encounters, and Other Mysteries of 
the Unseen World.' Lee, this book is really hot right now. Why is it so hot? What's going on?  
 
LEE:  
Well, I think there's a curiosity about the supernatural realm among non-believers and 
Christians as well. I think a lot of Christians have not really explored this dimension of their faith 
very much. I think some are embarrassed by it. They want their neighbors to know I'm a 
Christian. I go to church. But, you know, don't get into that weird stuff like angels, or demons, 
or anything.  
 
And secular people are curious about you know, just look at the results of television programs, 
and movies, and books about supernatural topics. They seem to thrive. So, I see this as a bridge 
not only to deepen the faith of believers, but also as a resource we can give away to our 
spiritually curious friends who have questions about the supernatural.  
 
 



 

 

 

FRANK:  
Now, the first chapter has to do with the existence of your soul. You're interviewing a PhD by 
the name of Sharon Dericks.  
 
LEE:  
Yes.  
 
FRANK:  
If I pronounce that rightly.  
 
LEE:  
Yes, that's correct.  
 
FRANK:  
And she talks about the existence of the soul in here. Why? What do you think is the best 
evidence that we actually have a soul? What would you say it is?  
 
LEE:  
I think a couple of things. First of all, you can do kind of a mind experiment and say, okay, let's 
say hypothetically there's a woman named Mary, and Mary is the world's leading expert on 
how the eye functions. She understands the biology of the eye, and the optic nerve, and how 
the brain processes these images, and so forth. She understands all of that, but she's blind. 
What if one day her eyesight returns, it comes to her, she sees for the first time? 
 
Would she learn anything new at that time? Well, of course she would. Well, that means that 
physical facts alone cannot explain the first person experience of consciousness. No amount of 
knowledge about the physical working of the eye and the brain would get her closer to the 
experience of what it's like to actually see.  
 
And so, we are not just our brain. We have a brain, we have a consciousness, a spirit, a soul, 
that are distinct. They interact, but they're distinct from each other. But I think probably the 
strongest evidence for the existence of consciousness being distinct from the brain are near 
death experiences. 



 

 

 

Cases where we have documented experiences where people are clinically dead. So, in other 
words, they may have no heartbeat, no brainwaves, no respiration, and yet they are going to 
return, they are going to be revived. But at that moment, they're clinically dead. And yet when 
they are revived, they report seeing things or hearing things that would have been impossible 
for them to see or hear had their spirit not separated from their body, just as the Bible 
describes. 
 
Because, you know, Jesus said to the thief on the cross, today you'll be with me in paradise. 
Paul said to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. So, when we die, our 
physical body dies, but our spirit separates from it. And we see evidence that people have this 
experience in a near death experience.  
 
For instance, we have a case of a woman who was dying in London. And yet she said, I was 
conscious the whole time. And she said her spirit separated from her body and she could watch 
the resuscitation efforts on her body from her vantage point near the ceiling. 
 
And then when she was revived, she says, oh, by the way, there's a ceiling fan here in the 
hospital room. On the top of one of the blades, which would have been invisible from, not 
visible from people in the room, but on the top of one of the blades is a red sticker that she 
described in great detail.  
 
So, they got a ladder, they went up, they looked in the top of one of these blades, and sure 
enough, there was a sticker exactly as she has described. Now, I don't know how you can 
explain that other than she's telling the truth.  
 
That when she was clinically deceased, her spirit had separated from her body, and she was 
watching from the ceiling perspective and was able to see that red sticker. And as you know, we 
have, hundreds of cases like this where there is this kind of confirmation. And you know, what 
does that tell us? That tells us that we are more than just our brain.  
 
FRANK:  
In fact, you have an entire chapter on near death experiences, and you interviewed John Burke, 
who's written a whole book on them. And they're veridical in the sense, Lee, that, it's not just 



 

 

 

someone saying, look, I went to heaven and saw my grandmother. You can't really verify that. 
You can verify veridical things like this. There's a red sticker on the top of the ceiling fan. Who 
would know that? Tell us another one from that chapter. Because there's-- You say there's 300 
of them even in secular journals.  
 
LEE:  
That's right.  
 
FRANK:  
So, give us one or two more, would you?  
 
LEE:  
Sure, sure. There was a study done of 21 blind people, most of them blind since birth, who had 
near death experiences. And during that near death experience, they were able to see. So, 
there's a woman named Vicki Umapeg. Vicki was blind. She's 26 years old. 
 
She's killed in a car accident. But she says, I was conscious the whole time. And she said I was 
able to see. I watched the resuscitation efforts of my body. I saw people, I saw plants, I saw 
birds, I saw the sky. I saw things for the first time. And then when she was finally revived, she 
was blind again. Her sight disappeared. Medical researchers, this is not possible, based on our 
current medical knowledge. So, there's an example of a peer reviewed case of 21 instances like 
that that have been studied. 
 
There's another famous case of a woman named Maria. She was a Hispanic, migrant worker. 
She was in the hospital in Seattle, Washington. She dies, but she says later, I was conscious the 
whole time. And her spirit separated from her body. She was able to watch the resuscitation 
efforts, but then her spirit floated out of the hospital. And when she was revived, she said, oh, 
by the way, on the third story ledge of the hospital, there's actually a tennis shoe. And it's a 
man's tennis shoe, and it's left footed, and it's light blue. 
 
And the shoelace is tucked under the heel, and there's a bit of wear over the little toe. 
[Laughter] So, they go up to the roof of the hospital and they find this shoe just as she had 
described it. And what's interesting is the way she described it and how it was situated, she 



 

 

 

could only have known from a perspective of outside and above the hospital. So, that's well-
documented. People try to debunk that one, but I think unsuccessfully so. So, there's a lot of 
these kind of experiences that you have. 
 
I'll give another one. There was a young girl, I think she was nine years old. She drowned in a 
swimming pool at the YMCA in Utah. Her brain swelled up, she had no respiration, she had no 
heartbeat for 22 minutes. She was clinically dead. They take her to the hospital, they put her on 
a machine to keep her body alive until they figure out what to do. But she says later, I was 
conscious the whole time. And she said, when my family came to visit me in the hospital, I 
followed them home. And her spirit followed the family home. 
 
She described what her mother cooked for dinner, what the family was wearing, what toys her 
brother was playing with in his bedroom, where her father was sitting, and so forth. Things that 
she could not have known had her spirit not actually followed the body home at that time.  
 
And by the way, when she told the doctors that she had been conscious, they didn't believe 
her. And they said, okay, well here. Here's a piece of paper and here's a crayon. Why don't you 
draw the emergency room that we brought you into when she was clinically dead? 
 
Just draw it for us. She drew it exactly as it appears. So, you know, you have these cases, and it 
just tells you something. These are more than just a product of an overactive imagination, or 
oxygen deprivation, or something like that. Those have been ruled out by scholars who have 
invested.  
 
There have been more than 900 scholarly studies and articles written in, reviewed in journals 
about this phenomenon. So, this is a well-studied phenomenon, and it can't be explained away 
by the usual explanations that skeptics try to put forward. 
 
FRANK:  
This is remote viewing, ladies and gentlemen, where the soul is actually miles from the body 
conscious. And now this doesn't necessarily prove Christianity, but it does seem to disprove 
naturalism. It's consistent with Christianity. It's consistent with what Jesus said about the soul. 
And Lee's new book gets into this in great detail.  



 

 

 

Again, the book is called 'Seeing the Supernatural: Investigating Angels, Demons, Mystical 
Dreams, Near Death Encounters, and Other Mysteries of the Unseen World.' It's a fabulous 
book, just like 'Case for Christ' and all the other books he done interviewing experts. 
 
And we're going to, in the next segment, get into an unbelievable, new finding I didn't even 
know about. Don't go anywhere. We're back right after the break. Ladies and gentlemen, what 
is the evidence for the supernatural? Well, it turns out there's evidence in a lot more places 
than even I thought. And Lee Strobel unpacks it in a number of ways. Let me see how many 
chapters. There's 12 chapters in this new book, 'Seeing the Supernatural.' They all talk about 
different aspects of the supernatural. 
 
And one I had no idea about, Lee, that I want you to unpack for us here. I knew about near 
death experiences. Our mutual friend Gary Habermas has been talking about that for decades. 
But I did not know about deathbed visions. And I did not know that deathbed visions could be 
veridical, in other words, they could be verified. Tell us about deathbed visions.  
 
LEE:  
This is a fascinating area. You know, we see it in the Bible, we see it in the Book of Acts where 
Stephen, who's described in scripture as being full of the Holy Spirit, is about to be stoned to 
death. He's on his deathbed, so to speak. He's about to be killed. And he looks up and he sees 
the heavens open up, and he sees the Father and the Son together. So, there is a biblical 
precedent for this. And what happens is, just before people die, many times, and these are far 
more common than we think.  
 
Tens of thousands of these have been studied, where people will have a vision, just before they 
die of what is to come. Now, how common is it? Some researchers went to a huge hospice 
facility in New York State, and they said to the dying people there, if you have a vision, a dream 
unlike anything you've ever had, something like that, tell us about it. 
 
We really would like to know. Because people are often afraid to say something. They think 
you're going to think I'm nuts. So, they found that 88% of them had a pre death vision and 
maybe the other 12% did too, but they died before they were able to say anything. Now, the 
difference between these and near death experiences, in a near death experience, the person is 



 

 

 

going to be revived. They're clinically dead, but they're not permanently dead. But in a 
deathbed vision, they're about to die and they ain't coming back. So, they're going to the next 
realm. 
 
And so, how do we know? What's the evidence? What's the corroboration? I'd say a couple 
areas. Number one, the fact that these are so common tells us there's something to this. In 
other words, if these happen once in a blue moon, then a skeptic would say, well, yeah, we got 
billions of people dying over time.  
 
Every once in a while, something anomalous is going to happen. It's no big deal. But these are 
incredibly common. I was having, dinner in Oklahoma City a couple of weeks ago with seven 
people. And of those seven people we started talking about this, four of them had family stories 
of these kind of deathbed visions. 
 
So, these are incredibly common. But secondly, here's the veridical part, the confirmatory part. 
Many times, people will see something in this realm to come that they did not know was there. 
So, I'll give you an example. There's a woman named Doris.  
 
It's a well-documented case. Doris was dying. And Doris, on her deathbed sees the heavens 
open up. She sees angelic beings. She sees her father, who had died several years earlier, kind 
of welcoming her to this next realm. And then she gets this puzzled look on her face, and she 
says, wait a minute. 
 
Why is Vita with my father? What's Vita doing? Why would Vita be there? And then she died. 
Well, Vita was her sister. And her sister had died a couple of weeks earlier. But no one had told 
Doris because she was so ill, they didn't want the shock of her sister's death to kill her. So, they 
didn't tell her about it. And yet, here she sees her sister in the realm to come. So, that to me is a 
kind of corroboration that says this is more than just something conjured up in our imagination. 
 
In fact, one team of researchers studied 3,000 of these cases. And this was their conclusion. I'll 
quote from it exactly what they said. They said, quote, "These experiences are definitely not 
hallucinations, fantasies, or memories caused by grief. Nor are they projections of the 
subconscious mind or products of an overactive imagination." So, there's something going on 



 

 

 

there. And I think it's fascinating. In fact, my wife, I'm doing this research for this book, and I 
told my wife, I said, I never even thought about these near death things before. 
 
And she said, honey, don't you remember what happened to my dad? And I had forgotten. He 
died like 25 years ago. And then she reminded me that, Leslie, my wife, came into his hospice 
room. He was on the verge of dying. She comes into his room, and he says, he's all agitated. He 
says, where's Marge? Where's Marge? Marge was just here. I was just talking to Marge. Where 
did Marge go? Well, Marge was his sister. She had died two days earlier, but nobody had told 
him because again, he was ill. 
 
They didn't want the shock to kill him. He didn't know that she had passed into the next realm. 
And here he was having a conversation with her. Now, another way that these are 
confirmatory, I think, is, we see in Luke, chapter 16, where Jesus is telling the story about 
Lazarus, the beggar and a rich man who both died. And the rich man goes to a place of torment, 
but the beggar, Lazarus, goes to a place of bliss. And in verse 22, he says angels carried him to 
that place of bliss. 
 
And one of the characteristics of these near death visions is very often people will see angels 
coming for them. This is very common. In fact, Charles Templeton, the famous atheist from 
Canada, who had been Billy Graham's pulpit partner, and a great man of faith till he went to a 
liberal seminary and lost his faith and wrote an ugly book called 'Farewell to God: My Reasons 
for Rejecting the Christian Faith.' Well, he ended up coming back to Christ before he died. And 
on his deathbed, he called out to his wife Madeline, who was not a Christian, by the way, she 
was a deist. 
 
And he said, Madeline, Madeline, can you see them? She said, Chuck, what are you talking 
about? The angels, they're here in this room. They're coming for me. Oh, they're so beautiful. 
Listen to their singing. I'm going to be with the Father. I'm going to heaven. And he saw angels 
coming for him.  
 
Now, what's particularly interesting is children who are dying will see angels coming for them, 
but they're not angels that you would think the children would imagine if this was just a 
product of their imagination. For instance, a child. To a child, what is an angel? Well, it's a 



 

 

 

cartoon character. It's a caricature. It's big wings and feathers, and that's what an angel is. And 
yet when children are dying, that's not what they see. So, we have a documented case where a 
young girl is dying and she says, mommy, mommy, can you see them? The angels. They're here, 
they're coming for me. Oh, they're so beautiful.  
 
And her mother didn't want to disappoint her, so she said, oh yeah, yeah, I see them. Look at 
their big wings. And the daughter said, oh, mommy, you don't have to lie. They don't have 
wings. And she went on to describe them in graphic detail. So, you would think if this was just 
something coming from their imagination, they would see a caricature of an angel. But that's 
not what they see. So, there's some fascinating aspects to these deathbed visions.  
 
FRANK:  
How many of these, have been documented, Lee? Is there a round number you could give us?  
 
LEE:  
10,000 or more.  
 
FRANK:  
Okay.  
 
LEE:  
There were some researchers in, England and in France during the 1900's who began exploring 
these, and researching these, and documenting these, and writing about these. This has gone 
on for many, many, many decades. And so, this is extremely common. 
 
Talk to any hospice nurse. You know, I get a-- I'll speak about this at a church, service or 
something and inevitably a hospice nurse will up and say, yep. It's exactly true. You know, I see 
it all the time in people who are dying.  
 
FRANK:  
Is there any documentation of sort of people going to their death and they have an experience 
of punishment coming? Does that happen? 
 



 

 

 

LEE:  
Yes. It does happen. And the percentage varies according to the study. But quite a few of them 
have negative experiences. And you know, this often gets suppressed. One of the reasons I 
think that we see for instance in near death experiences. I saw one study said 24% of the cases 
were negative.  
 
I think the percentage is probably significantly higher. But people suppress that because who 
wants to say, oh yeah, I died. I went to hell. Nobody wants to admit that. [Laughter] And the 
experience is so traumatic for many of them, they suppress it. 
 
They don't want to talk about it, they want to erase it, they don't want to go there. But yes, yes, 
there are cases. And by the way, the researcher, who got a PhD studying these things that I 
interview in my book, J. Steve Miller, documented 47 bits of correspondence between biblical 
teaching, and near death experiences, and deathbed visions. So, there's a commonality. And 
John Burke, who I interview about near death experiences, studied 1500 near death 
experiences. 
 
And his conclusion is if you strip away how people interpret the experience, because people 
interpret it through their worldview-- Set that aside. Look at just what happens in a near death 
experience. It's consistent with biblical teaching.  
 
Now, does it prove Christianity? No. Do I rely on it for my theology about the afterlife? No. But I 
think it can, number one, be a strong critique of naturalism. And number two, I think it tells us 
clearly that our spirit does survive to some degree, after we are dead. And being consistent 
with scripture, that tells me something about the fact that the Bible's telling me the truth about 
what's going on.  
 
FRANK:  
Absolutely. Now, you do have a couple of chapters. A former colleague of mine, he's now a 
professor at my alma mater, Southern Evangelical Seminary, Dr. Doug Potter. You talk about 
angels. Can you talk a little bit about angels? You have a story in here of a missionary who was 
about to be killed, and angels apparently showed up. Can you tell us about that?  
 



 

 

 

LEE:  
Right. You know, in Hebrews, it foretells that we may very well have interactions with angelic 
beings. It says we may provide hospitality to someone not knowing it's an angel.  
 
FRANK:  
Right.  
 
LEE:  
Well, we have a case of a Scottish missionary, in the South Pacific. And he and his wife go to 
share the gospel with this tribe on this island. And the tribes people didn't like the gospel, and 
they decided they're going to come and burn down their house and kill them.  
 
So, he and his wife, they see this mob forming around their house. They don't know what to do. 
What can they do? They can't fight them off, so they begin to pray. God protect us. God save 
us. God protect us from this mob. 
 
And they pray all night. And by dawn, the mob dissipates. Well, a year later, that missionary 
leads the head of that mob to faith in Christ. And he says, by the way, do you remember that 
night when you all came to burn down our house and kill us? Why didn't you do it? And the guy 
said, well, who are all those men you had? And he said, I didn't have any men.  
 
What are you talking about? It's just my wife and I. He said, oh, no, no. Your house was 
surrounded by these muscular men in white garments with drawn swords. There's no way we 
could have attacked your house that night. 
 
FRANK:  
Wow.  
 
LEE:  
Well, I think that's an example of an angelic encounter.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

FRANK:  
Now, the skeptic's going to say this, Lee. Okay, maybe. But if we pray for help, if we pray for 
protection, this missionary is saved. But how many missionaries have prayed, and the 
protection didn't show up? What do you say to that?  
 
LEE:  
Yeah, you know, miracles and things like this are not automatic in the New Testament either. 
Jesus didn't do many miracles in Nazareth because of a lack of faith. Paul, his buddy Trophimus 
was sick. Did he heal Trophimus? No. He went off on a missionary journey and left Trophimus 
behind. In one chapter of, I believe Matthew, Jesus gives the disciples the ability to heal people. 
And yet seven chapters later, they failed to heal an epileptic boy.  
 
So, healing and God's divine intervention was not automatic in New Testament times either. 
God is sovereign. God will do as God will do. God sees things, and knows things, and anticipates 
things that we cannot. And I think there are cases where, in God's, sovereignty and judgment, 
the best possible thing he can do would not be to intervene. We may not understand all those 
reasons in this world. I think we'll understand them in the world to come.  
 
FRANK:  
Absolutely, absolutely. We're talking to Lee Strobel. You need to get the brand new book, 
'Seeing the Supernatural.' As you can see, there's so much dynamic material in this book. You're 
going to want to get it. We've got two more segments. Don't go anywhere. Back right after the 
break. 
 
The great Lee Strobel is with us, ladies and gentlemen, on I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an 
Atheist. You know, he wrote that seminal book, book 'The Case for Christ' and so many others. 
'The Case for Faith', 'The Case for the Creator', 'The Case for Heaven', 'The Case for God.' 
There's so much that he has written, or 'Is God Real?'  
 
And this is the brand-new book called 'Seeing the Supernatural: Investigating Angels, Demons, 
Mystical Dreams, Near Death Encounters and Other Mysteries of the Unseen World.' In fact, 
we're going to talk about angels and demons here in just a second. 
 



 

 

 

I've got to mention one thing though. If you want to be better at presenting the evidence for 
Christianity, you need to come to CIA, the CrossExamined Instructor Academy. The 18th year 
we're doing it-- Charlotte, North Carolina. It's going to be July 31st to August 2nd.  
 
I'll be joined by Greg Koukl, by Natasha Crain, Alisa Childers, Allen Parr, Richard Howe, Jorge Gil, 
Brett Kunkel, several others. They're going to be your instructors to help you get better at 
presenting. And even if you don't want to present, you can come on the non-presenter track. 
 
Go to crossexamined.org, click on events. You'll see CIA there. You need to apply. It's not free. 
It's a significant expense, but it doesn't cover the entire cost of everything. We subsidize this. 
Actually, our donors do, to make you better at apologetics and answering questions. So, come 
to CIA this summer. Let's go back to my friend Lee Strobel. Lee, you personally have had some 
interactions with an angelic being. Tell us about that.  
 
LEE:  
I did. And I was embarrassed by this for years. I didn't want to talk about it because people 
could think I'm insane. But I had an experience when I was 12 years old. It was the most vivid 
vision, dream I had in my childhood. It's the only thing I remember from my childhood in terms 
of a dream. An angel appeared to me in my home.  
 
And I intuited immediately that it was an angelic being. And he was talking about heaven and 
extolling heaven. Talking about the beauty of heaven, the wonder of heaven. And I listened for 
a moment, and I said, well, you know, I'm going there someday. And he looked at me and he 
said, well, how do you know? And I thought, what kind of question is that? 
 
What do you mean, how do I know? I obey my parents pretty much. I get good grades in school. 
I'm nice to my friends. I'm trying to justify how good I am to get into heaven. And he looked at 
me and he said, that doesn't matter. And a cold chill went through my body.  
 
How can this not matter? How can my efforts to be a good person not matter in terms of 
getting me into heaven? I didn't understand. And he looked at me and he said, someday you'll 
understand. And then the vision ended. Well, I kind of wrote it off and said, maybe it was a bad 
pizza I had or something. 



 

 

 

I later became an atheist. I suppressed it. And yet, 16 years later, my wife brought me to a 
church, and I heard the Gospel, explained for the first time. That it is not based on the good 
deeds that we do that open the doors of heaven.  
 
It is based on receiving this free gift of God's grace. And as soon as he explained that in a way 
that I got it, my mind flashed back to that encounter with that angel. And I thought that's 
exactly what he was trying to tell me when I was 12 years old. And what that tells me, talk 
about, corroboration. 
 
There's two things about that experience that tell me that it was something beyond my 
imagination. First, the angel told me something that day that I did not know. That salvation's 
not based on good works, but on grace. I didn't know that. So, he told me something I didn't 
know. And secondly, he made a prophecy that came true 16 years later.  
 
So, to me, what do I do with that? I was so embarrassed by this that when I was being ordained, 
they have all these theologians who question you about your theology to make sure you're 
orthodox on everything and you're-- And I'm getting all these questions from these theologians. 
 
And I said to myself, do I tell them about this encounter I had with an angel? I think I should. I 
think I should say something. Maybe this will disqualify me as being weird. I’ve got to tell them. 
So, I told them. The response was fascinating. They kind of looked at me and said, yeah, okay, 
that's fine. In other words, we're not shocked by this. That, you know, some people have those 
kinds of experiences.  
 
FRANK:  
What did this angelic being look like, Lee? And were you in your house? Where did this 
happen?  
 
LEE:  
I was in the kitchen of my house. I was making a sandwich. And he was in white. He was white. 
His clothing, I don't want to say they glowed, but they were bright, bright white. And I intuited-- 
And he didn't have wings or anything, but I intuited. I knew inside of me that this was an angel. 
He didn't have to tell me that. And I think the fact that he was talking about heaven in a very 



 

 

 

first person way, was affirmation to me that this is more than just another character in a 
dream. 
 
FRANK:  
You know, it's amazing that people think that they have to do good works to get to heaven, and 
they claim to be Christians. My question for them is, what's the purpose of Jesus if you could 
just get to heaven by being good, why would God send his own son to die a brutal death for 
nothing?  
 
LEE:  
Exactly.  
 
FRANK:  
Really, I mean, if you can get to heaven another way, there's no need for Jesus.  
 
LEE:  
Exactly. Why would he go through that when it was unnecessary just to encourage people to be 
nice folks?  
 
FRANK:  
In fact, Paul, says this as you know, ladies and gentlemen, Galatians 2. He says, if righteousness 
could come through the law, then Christ died in vain. What's the purpose of it? Now, what 
about demons, Lee? You've got a chapter in here on demons. Tell us about that. What do you 
want to communicate there?  
 
LEE:  
Yeah, and I interviewed Douglas Potter, from your alma mater, SES, Southern Evangelical 
Seminary on this topic. He wrote a book with Norman Geisler on the doctrine of angels and 
demons. And I'll tell you an interesting story. There's a well, highly respected, psychiatrist. So, 
he's a medical doctor as well as trained in psychiatry, from an Ivy League university. 
 
I have a quotation from the former president of the American Psychiatric Association saying this 
is a man of integrity, knowledge, unquestionable reliability, and so forth. His name is Richard 



 

 

 

Gallagher. Twenty years ago, he and his wife had two cats. And the cats got along great, and 
they would sleep together and play with each other. They were great. They got along wonderful 
until one night the cats began attacking each other. I mean, just viciously snarling, and clawing, 
and biting, and just trying to kill each other. It was absolutely bloody and vicious. 
 
And they had to pull these cats apart. And they're thinking, what in the world was that all 
about? Well, the next morning at 9:00am, the doorbell rings. It was a preset appointment 
where a Catholic priest was bringing a woman to be examined by Dr. Gallagher.  
 
She claimed that she was a high priestess of a satanic cult and Dr. Gallagher was going to 
examine her psychiatrically. So, the doorbell rings at 9:00 AM. He opens the door, this high 
priestess of a satanic cult looks at him and kind of sneers and said, so, how'd you like those cats 
last night? 
 
FRANK:  
Wow. Proof that cats are demonic, ladies and gentlemen. [Laughter]  
 
LEE:  
Yeah. Yeah. Well, there you go. I would vote for that conclusion. But you know, something is 
going on. And so, Dr. Gallagher, as a psychiatrist, has spent the last 20 plus years, involved with 
exorcisms with, demonic possessions. He's written a book about it, that is quite well respected, 
and documented cases in which people speak in a language they don't know, Latin. They don't 
know this language and yet they're speaking in it. 
 
A case where a petite woman possessed by a demon was able to pick up a 217 pound Lutheran 
Deacon and throw him across a room. A case where we have eight eyewitnesses of someone 
who levitated off of a bed. So, he's really become involved with investigating these issues. He 
does other things too, but he's really become someone who has delved into this demonic 
realm. It's a very real realm and we have to be conscious. And of course, the old thing is, there's 
two mistakes we make. 
 
One mistake is we see a demon behind every bush. The other mistake is deny they exist. And 
both of those are mistakes. We need to be conscious of them. We need to be aware that 



 

 

 

Christians cannot be demon possessed because we're already indwell by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, we can't be indwelled by a demonic spirit at the same time. But they can hector us, 
they can attack us, they can, you know, bother us. And I'll tell you a story real quick if I can. I 
was doing a national radio show, live show on the Moody Radio Network. 
 
This is a couple of weeks ago. And in the middle of it, it was a call in show. And a woman from 
Florida called. And she brought up the demonic just as a topic that she wanted to kind of talk 
about. And when she brought up the topic of demons, all of a sudden, we heard this guttural 
growl. And I'm thinking to myself, did I imagine? What in the world was that? So, after the 
show, I called the host. I said, did you hear that? 
 
He said, yes. We checked with the woman. It didn't come from her side, didn't come from me. 
Didn't come from you. What was that? We actually have the recording of it that they saved, and 
we don't know what that was. But I'll tell you what, if I needed to imagine what a demon's 
sound would be like, it would be that this guttural growl that happened to come up on national 
radio when the topic of demons was first broached. So, who knows? I'm not saying anything 
definitive about that. I'm just saying, strange things can happen.  
 
FRANK:  
Well, Jesus obviously dealt with demons in the New Testament, and some have tried to say that 
they attributed all sickness to demons illegitimately. Why is that not the case? In fact, you 
pointed out in the book, Lee.  
 
LEE:  
Yeah. You look at Dr. Gallagher, who is trained, again, a highly credentialed Ivy League trained 
psychiatrist, and he will tell you that when you look at the characteristics of someone who has a 
mental issue or illness of some sort, what are those characteristics? 
 
What does that look like? And then you look at the characteristics of someone who is demon 
possessed, they don't match. In other words, there's a difference between someone who is 
mentally ill, or having a mental crisis, or is physically ill in some way, and a person who is 
possessed by a demon. So, you go to an expert like that, and you say, what's your conclusion? 
His conclusion is this demonic realm is authentic. It really does exist.  



 

 

 

 
FRANK:  
Yes. And it was, that distinction was even made in the Bible that he cast demons out of people 
and also healed the sick. So, they didn't attribute everything to demons back then. Although, it 
is interesting. A lot more demonic activity came up around Jesus. They knew he was special. 
They just didn't know the plan to save the world. So, they were coming up against him. And 
they even attributed deity to Jesus. The demons did. You know?  
 
LEE:  
And the Bible says the demons understand who Jesus is. And they shudder, that's the 
implication. They shudder. They know who he is. And so, you know, I think in this world where, 
and I have a chapter on miracles as well-- We see where the Gospel is breaking in in China, in 
Mozambique, in Brazil, certain areas of the world. We see a disproportionate number of 
miracles taking place. 
 
And I think we probably, if we looked into it, would probably see a disproportionate presence 
of the demonic. And we see it in other places in the world where the door has been open to the 
demonic through voodoo. You think of Haiti, a country where I have great friends who do 
ministry down there and the demonic is ever present in the country of Haiti. The door has been 
opened by delving into witchcraft and so forth.  
 
FRANK:  
Yeah. The third world has no anti-supernatural bias. 
 
LEE:  
That's right.  
 
FRANK:  
They do not. They see it and Satan would rather keep us who are living in luxury here, unaware 
of his activity and unaware of the demons that as you say, can-- Or as Paul says, Paul says he 
fires flaming arrows at you, you know— 
 
 



 

 

 

LEE:  
That's right.  
 
FRANK:  
You don't need an armor of God if demons can't affect you at all. But you do need an armor of 
God. That's why Paul talks about it in Ephesians chapter six. In fact, when we come back from 
the break, we're going to talk to Lee about modern day miracles. Do they happen?  
 
The book you need to get, ladies and gentlemen, and give this to people who aren't even 
Christians. They're going to be amazed by it. It's called 'Seeing the Supernatural.' 'Seeing the 
Supernatural' by Lee Strobel. It's already a New York Times bestseller. So, we're back right after 
the break. 
 
Can you see the supernatural? Well, if you read Lee Strobel's new book called 'Seeing the 
Supernatural', you're going to see the supernatural virtually everywhere. Because it is virtually 
everywhere if you're open to it. The book is called 'Seeing the Supernatural: Investigating 
Angels, Demons, Mystical Dreams, Near Death Encounters, and Other Mysteries of the Unseen 
World.'  
 
This is what it looks like. I've already marked it up. I'm almost through the entire book. It's well 
worth reading. And even if you're not a believer, you're going to be, especially if you're not a 
believer. You're going to be shaken out of your apathetic anti-supernaturalism because the 
supernatural is everywhere. In fact, Lee, I would argue that just our ability to think is beyond 
the natural. If it wasn't beyond the natural, we wouldn't be able to trust anything we thought. 
 
LEE:  
That's exactly true. Exactly true.  
 
FRANK:  
I love, I've just got to throw this in because I love this line from, Sharon Dericks you have here 
talking about science disproving God, then we're going to get to modern day miracles. This is on 
page nine. You write science, Sharon said, could never disprove God. Quote, "That would be 



 

 

 

like scientists figuring out how all the programming works on Facebook, and then declaring, so 
this disproves the existence of Mark Zuckerberg." [Laughter] Right? 
 
LEE:  
That's a great line.  
 
FRANK:  
It is a great line. And it points out that there's a difference between law and agency. Right? Law 
is something that happens over and over again and you still need a lawgiver to create those 
laws and sustain them. But when an agent decides to do something, even within those laws. 
That's a different kind of cause. And John Lennox has pointed that out so much. And I love the 
way you guys point it out in the first chapter of 'Seeing the Supernatural.' But now, let's talk 
about miracles today. 
 
The second chapter is about astounding miracles today. And you even have an entire book on 
this called 'The Case for Miracles.' We did a program on it four or five years ago. But give us-- 
And you're interviewing the great Craig Keener, whose commentary on the Book of Acts is like 
4,000 pages. It's just incredible. He's got two books on miracles I have behind me, that are over 
1100 pages. These are modern day miracles, ladies and gentlemen. This is not miracles in the 
first century. Tell us a little bit about modern day miracles, Lee.  
 
LEE:  
Yeah, one of the things I love about your approach to apologetics and the approach I take as 
well, we're looking for evidence. We're looking for facts, we're looking for something that's 
corroborated or veridical, as you like to say. And so, when I investigate the miraculous, that's 
what I'm looking for.  
 
I'm looking for cases that have been published in peer reviewed, medical journals. I'm looking 
for cases with multiple eyewitnesses, with no motive to deceive, where we have medical 
records and so forth. And so, a couple of cases that I report in my book. 
 
One of them published, in a peer reviewed medical journal. A woman who was blind with an 
incurable condition. She was blind for over a dozen years. She learned how to read braille. She 



 

 

 

went to a school for the blind. She walked with a white cane, and she married a Baptist pastor. 
And one night, they're getting ready to go to bed. She's already in bed. He comes and he puts 
his hand on her shoulder, and he begins to cry, and he begins to pray. And he said, Lord, I know 
you can heal my wife. I know you can do it. And, Lord, I pray that you'll do it tonight. 
 
And with that, she opened her eyes to perfect eyesight. She said, I was blind when my husband 
prayed for me. I opened my eyes, I could see perfectly. It's a miracle. And now her eyesight has 
remained. It's been 47 years.  
 
So, this is not some fluke. So, this was a case researched by multiple medical researchers, 
published as a case study in a medical journal. What do you do with that? What do you do with 
that? There's another case where a baby is born and could not keep down food, just kept 
vomiting up his food. 
 
And he had condition called gastroparesis, which is the paralysis of his stomach muscles. This is 
an incurable condition. There's never been any case ever reported of anybody recovering from 
gastroparesis. So, they had to do surgery, and they put tubes in so that the food would go 
directly from the stomach into the small intestine. And he grew up that way. And it was very 
difficult growing up that way. His diet was restricted, and his activity was restricted, but he was 
able to get by. He became a teenager, and his parents brought him to church one day. 
 
And the pastor gets up and talked about how God had healed him of a medical condition. And 
so, afterwards they brought up their son and they said, our son has this incurable condition. 
Would you pray for him?  
 
So, the pastor puts his hand on the boy's shoulder, and the boy said, later, I felt like an electric 
shock go through my body. And he was instantaneously healed of gastroparesis, the only case 
ever recorded. And they did surgery. They went in, they removed the tube that were inside of 
him. 
 
He's been fine ever since. And what do you do with that? What do you do with that? So, I think, 
Frank, to get around these documented cases, you have to take a position up front that 
miracles are impossible. Now, give me the evidence. Well, that's not a logical or rational way to 



 

 

 

do investigations. I want to say bring me all of the evidence. And based on the evidence, we'll 
reach a rational conclusion about whether miracles are possible.  
 
FRANK:  
Yeah, they're letting their paradigm do their thinking for them. They've already decided it can't 
be true. Yet, ladies and gentlemen, as we've talked about many times on this program, the 
greatest miracle in the Bible is Genesis 1:1. If that verse is true, every other verse is possible. 
And now even atheists are admitting the evidence for Genesis 1.  
 
They don't think it's God, but what else could it be if space, time, and matter had a beginning 
out of nothing? So, if Genesis 1:1 is true, as the evidence is suggesting it is, then every other 
verse in the Bible is possible. Miracles are possible. And your very ability to think is not just a 
natural process. 
 
There's supernatural activity going on. Otherwise, you couldn't even-- You couldn't believe 
anything you thought. You're just not a molecular machine. You're not a moist robot. You've 
also got another interesting story in the miracles about a young woman who was basically 
almost in hospice at this point. She had, I want to say, multiple sclerosis.  
 
LEE:  
Yes. Barbara Snyder. Barbara Snyder was in hospice. She was dying. Diagnosed at the Mayo 
Clinic. They had basically given up on her because she was so ill. She was just about-- They 
thought, when next time she gets pneumonia, we're just going to let her die because there's 
nothing we can do. 
 
So, here she is. She's in hospice. She has a tube in her throat for oxygen so she could breathe. 
One lung is collapsed. The other lung is at 50%. She's lost control of her urination and bowels. 
She's curled up like a pretzel. Her fingertips are touching her wrists, and her feet are extended.  
 
She hadn't walked in seven years. Her muscles had, you know, atrophied. She was blind almost. 
In other words, all she could see was gray shapes. And so, she's waiting to die. But somebody 
wrote in to WMBI, the radio station, Christian station at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, 
and said, would you ask your listeners to pray for Barbara? 



 

 

 

So, they went on the air, and they did. And we documented that over 400 people were praying 
for Barbara. How do we know? Because they wrote letters saying, Barbara, I'm praying for you. 
And so, on Pentecost Sunday, she's in her room.  
 
Some friends are reading her some of these encouraging letters, and she hears the voice of God 
from the corner of the room where nobody was, saying, get up my child, and walk. She rips the 
tube out of her throat. She jumps out of bed. She said to me, Lee, the first thing I noticed is my 
feet were flat in the ground. They hadn't been flat for years. 
 
And my hands opened up for the first time in years. And then she said, this is funny. Said the 
third thing I noticed, I could see. She said, you'd think that'd be the first thing I noticed, but it's 
actually the third thing I noticed. [Laughter] I could see. She was instantaneously completely 
healed of multiple sclerosis.  
 
She went to church that night, and there was a service because it was Pentecost Sunday at 
Wesleyan Church. And the pastor is up there and says, does anybody have any 
announcements? And Barbara begins to walk down the center aisle. Well, nobody had seen 
Barbara walk in seven years. 
 
She'd been in a wheelchair for seven years. And the whole place exploded with people singing 
Amazing Grace. I once was blind and now I see. She went to her doctor the next day, and her 
doctor said later, when I saw her walking toward my office, my first thought was, oh, she died 
and that's a ghost. Because he said, this is medically impossible. And I got to know Barbara. She 
ended up marrying a Wesleyan pastor at a little church in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Sweet 
woman and absolutely radically healed on that day. 
 
This goes back to the 1980's when that took place. Chicago Tribune, where I worked at the 
time, carried an article about it, because even the secular press couldn't ignore this 
extraordinary circumstance of this woman on her deathbed who's instantaneously healed. 
Now, they didn't attribute it to God, but they said, something is going on here.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

FRANK:  
I think you may have said this. I don't know if it's in this book, Lee, but I remember in your book 
'The Case for Miracles' that more than half of doctors-- So, these are-- These are learned 
people, ladies and gentlemen. More than half of doctors have said that they've seen results in 
their patients that could only be considered miraculous.  
 
LEE:  
Yeah, that's right. That's right. And, you know, I think miracles are more common than we think. 
And as we said earlier, they tend to break out in different places on the planet. We see in China, 
it's been estimated that up to 90% of the growth of the church in China is because people 
themselves or they know someone who has been supernaturally healed. So, something is going 
on in China that is fueling the birth of the church there in a miraculous way. 
 
And we see it in Brazil as well, and the Southern Medical Journal, which is a secular, scientific, 
peer reviewed medical journal carried in a scientific investigation from Mozambique and from 
Brazil, where people were tested. Can you see? Can you hear? Blind people, deaf people, 
tested.  
 
Then they're immediately prayed for in the name of Jesus. And then they're tested again. Is 
there any difference? And they found, for instance, in Mozambique, the average improvement 
in visual acuity was tenfold. Well, something is going on, and I think it tells us that God is still in 
the miracle business today. 
 
FRANK:  
Well, Lee, as always, it's a great pleasure reading your books and having you on. The book, 
ladies and gentlemen, again, is called 'Seeing the Supernatural.' You need to get this book right 
away. The subtitle, 'Investigating Angels, Demons, Mystical Dreams, Near Death Encounters, 
and Other Mysteries of the Unseen World.' It's a very encouraging book and it's documented, 
ladies and gentlemen.  
 
It's not just wishful thinking. It's not my-- You know, my third cousin's great uncle said he saw 
something. No, this isn't. This is stuff you can find in medical journals. Lee, how can people 
follow you if they want to follow you? 



 

 

 

LEE:  
Yeah, my website is LeeStrobel.com. I'm very active on Twitter or X or whatever you want to 
call it. And so, I tweet there a few times a day. That's a great way to kind of-- I made a lot of 
friends on Twitter.  
 
FRANK:  
And Lee's been on Sean Ryan's show. He's been on Lauren Green's show. He's going to be on 
Tucker Carlson here shortly. So, keep an eye on Lee and get the book. Even for people, you 
know, who are not Christians, this is a book that can open their eyes if they're open. Always ask 
the question, if Christianity were true, would you become a Christian? If they hesitate or say no, 
it's not intellectual, it's volitional. Lee, it's great having you on.  
 
LEE:  
Thank you. It's great chatting with you, Frank. You're awesome. I appreciate you and your 
ministry so much.  
 
FRANK:  
You too, brother. Lee Strobel, ladies and gentlemen. Hey, if you're just tuning in, make sure you 
go back and watch 'When Is Love Evil?' That was not on radio, but it's from May 13, 2025, and 
it's getting a lot of play. 'When Is Love Evil?' All right, see you next time. God bless. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


