
 

 

 

The Top 3 Reasons Why We Can Believe in the Resurrection 
 
(April 18, 2025) 
 
FRANK: 
Ladies and gentlemen, everyone you love will die. Everything you build will crumble. Everything 
you say will be forgotten. Everything you do will come to nothing. You and your identity will die 
and vanish unless the resurrection is true. Yes, the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. If that is 
true, then there is an eternity and there is a purpose to what we're doing here. 
 
There is an afterlife. What you do here does matter. Not only for time, but also for eternity. But 
if the resurrection isn't true, then everyone you love will die, and everything you build will 
crumble, and everything you say will be forgotten. Everything you do will come to nothing. You 
and your identity will die and vanish. Pretty stark contrast. Look, we're either imagers of God or 
clever, murderous monkeys fighting for supply, fighting for control of the banana supply. 
 
That's it. Those are the two options we have. Oh, Frank, it's not that black and white. No, pretty 
much is. Either there is a God who will resurrect us or there isn't. Those are the options we 
have. And as we come into the celebration of Jesus's resurrection, we colloquial call Easter, this 
week, I thought I would give some of the evidence that Jesus did rise from the dead. Now, we 
can't go into great detail. 
 
That's why people write books. As you know, Gary Habermas is in the middle of writing a four 
volume, 4,000 page set on the resurrection. He's put out the first two. We have a much more 
succinct version of that in I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist. But Gary goes into all the 
details. We're just going to try and give you three reasons today as to why Jesus rose from the 
dead. And this comes out of a trip I just went on to the Dayton, Ohio area. 
 
I just got back just this Tuesday. And when I was there, I spoke at Wright State University. I 
spoke at a church, and I also spoke at two high schools in the area. And they wanted me to talk 
about the resurrection. And so, I said, what can I do in about 45 minutes for young people on 



 

 

 

the resurrection? So, I'm taking elements of what I did in those presentations to those, let’s see, 
we probably had about 200 in one group. 
 
We had about 350 in another group. Those, about 550 high school and middle school kids I 
spoke to. And then we had, I don't know, two or 300 at Wright State University. By the way, we 
had some great folks at Wright State. Larry Sanger joined us. The guy that we had on a couple 
of weeks ago for the fact that he just became a Christian.  
 
He's the co-founder of Wikipedia. It was good to share a meal with him and see him at the 
venue. And then there were some great people in the Q&A line. At the very end of the Q&A 
lines-- It was an hour and a half presentation at Wright State and there was 90, almost 90 
minutes of questions. 
 
And you can see this on our YouTube channel if you look at the Wright State live video of this, 
the live stream. Just go to the Cross Examined YouTube channel. Cross Examined two words 
and look under the live button, and you'll see Wright State there. This woman came from India 
and was living in India when she says essentially, she became a Christian by watching our 
YouTube channel, the Cross Examined YouTube channel in India. I also had another lady meet 
me at the book table, said she was from Singapore and in Singapore they get the YouTube 
channel as well. 
 
And that helped her quite a bit as well. So, those of you who donate to us, you know all this is 
funded by you. We, you know, we're a non-profit so, any kind of success we have is largely 
funded by the donations you give us. So, thank you for doing that. I also want to mention that 
we are expanding, I mentioned this at the end of last year, that we're expanding into other 
languages. We are now in 13 languages around the world. We have websites set up in these 
different languages and we're putting out content. 
 
We've already translated over 3,000 videos and several hundred blog articles in this. And if you 
want to be a part of this, if you speak another language, you can actually help us. We have 
some opportunities in Cross Examined International. I want to give you the website right now 
before I get into the resurrection issue. Go to careers.crossexamined.org. That's 
careers.crossexamined.org and you'll see several opportunities there. 



 

 

 

Some of them are volunteers, some of them might be even paid positions. Especially if you 
speak another language, or you have video, or digital marketing skills, that kind of thing. 
Careers.crossexamined.org, check it out. We need your help to expand in these 13 languages 
around the world. Trying to get our content out there. So, check all that out, 
Careers.crossexamined.org.  
 
Okay, let's talk about the evidence for the resurrection. In the book 'I Don't Have Enough Faith 
to Be an Atheist', we have chapter called 'The Top 10 Reasons We Know the New Testament 
Writers Told the Truth.' We don't have time in this podcast and radio program to go through 
ten. 
 
I just want to speak briefly about three. How do we know these writers told the truth? And 
before I get into this, I need to point out that when we do this on a college campus or in a high 
school campus, or even a church, we always point out that the theistic worldview is true. In 
other words, we give evidence that truth exists, that God exists, and that miracles are. And why 
do we do that? Because so many people today really evaluate all this not on the basis of the 
strength of the evidence, but on the fact that they're committed to a naturalistic worldview. 
 
A worldview which says that there can't be any supernatural. There are no miracles. Miracles 
don't occur. Well, if you look at the evidence with that sort of presupposition in mind, there's 
no way you're ever going to conclude that the resurrection took place. You're going to try and 
would suggest there's some other explanation, a naturalistic explanation other than a 
resurrection. That's why we spend a lot of time showing people that the evidence shows this is 
not just a naturalistic world where molecules bump into one another and that's all we are, and 
that's all that exists. 
 
There are not just natural causes. There are intelligent causes and even supernatural causes. In 
fact, if you think all causes are natural, you shouldn't even believe any thought you have. 
Because if every thought you have is the result of a natural cause, meaning just molecules 
bumping into one another, then you have no warrant to believe your thoughts are true.  
 



 

 

 

You're driven by the laws of physics. So, what I'm saying here is that every time you think, every 
time that you interpret what somebody says, every time you have a conversation with 
somebody, you are actually participating in some sense in a supernatural process. 
Because it is not all molecules in motion that can explain the complete reason why you're 
conscious, why there are these immaterial laws of logic, why you can reason, why you can 
arrive at true conclusions based on looking at evidence and saying, oh, I think this is true.  
 
That can't be explained by just molecules bumping into one another. You're not just a moist 
robot. So, every time you think, have a conversation, every time you come to a conclusion, you 
are in some sense participating in the supernatural. 
 
And if you deny that, you're using the supernatural to deny it. Because thinking involves more 
than just molecules bumping into one another. And then, of course, we go through the 
evidence as well. Not just that materialism's false, but that God exists. We talk about 
arguments for God from the beginning of the universe to the design of the universe, the fine-
tuning of the universe, the design of life.  
 
We talk about the moral argument that there has to be an objective standard outside of 
ourselves that we're obligated to obey. And we put those three arguments together, the 
cosmological, teleological, and moral arguments. 
 
We say that just through these arguments, we have discovered that there is a spaceless, 
timeless, immaterial, powerful, moral, personal, intelligent creator who created and sustains all 
things to this very moment. In other words, this is a theistic universe and those are the 
attributes of the God of the Bible, and we haven't even opened the Bible yet. Why?  
 
Because we're reasoning from effect to cause. The universe is in effect, the fine-tuning is in 
effect, the design is in effect, the moral law's in effect, and we're reasoning back to a cause that 
there must be therefore a spaceless, timeless, immaterial, moral, personal, intelligent creator 
who created and sustains all things. 
 
If that is true, then a resurrection is possible. Possible. And so, in that context, now we're going 
to look at the evidence and see what is the best explanation of the evidence. Was it a 



 

 

 

resurrection? Was it hallucinations? Was it something else? We're going to get into it right after 
the break. Don't go anywhere. You're listening to I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist 
with me, Frank Turek back in just two minutes. Please don't go anywhere. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, this is a theistic universe. In other words, there's evidence that God 
exists. Even atheists are admitting the universe had a beginning. Famously, Stephen Hawking 
said almost everyone now believes that the universe and time itself had a beginning at the Big 
Bang. Well, if that's true, and atheists are admitting it, then whatever created space, time, and 
matter must transcend space, time, and matter. In other words, the universe must be space-- 
Or the cause of the universe must be spaceless, timeless, immaterial, powerful, personal, and 
intelligent, at least in order to create this universe. 
 
If that's the case, then God exists. The greatest miracle in the Bible is not the resurrection. The 
greatest miracle in the Bible is the first verse. In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. If that verse is true, every other verse is at least possible. So, when we look at the 
evidence for the resurrection, we have to keep that in mind.  
 
It is possible the resurrection took place because if God can create the universe out of nothing, 
then he can do whatever he wants. It's not logically impossible inside the universe, and that 
includes resurrecting Jesus from the dead. Now, before I get into this, I also want to point out 
that, notice that Jesus's resurrection is one of several miracles he supposedly did that 
demonstrate he's the Messiah. 
 
In fact, I just did a podcast with Josh Howerton, the pastor down there at Lake Point Church 
near Dallas, Texas. And I was coming back from Sam Houston State University, and Josh said, 
hey, can you come do an apologetics podcast with me? I said, sure, I'll just drive up to Dallas 
and leave from Dallas.  
 
So, was with Josh last week. It's going to actually come out the day after Easter on his podcast. 
And by the way, I want to mention the podcast he does with a couple other pastors. I think it's 
called Resurge, is really good. These guys are really insightful on how pastors can move the ball 
forward and make disciples in their congregations. So, you may want to check out that Resurge 
podcast with Josh Howerton and another pastor. I'm trying to-- His name's Josh.  



 

 

 

I can't remember his last name. Anyway, there's two Joshes, and then Josh has his own podcast 
you may want to check into as well. Very insightful young pastor, 41 years old, big church down 
there in Dallas. 
 
In any event, let's dive into the evidence for the New Testament. And I got sidetracked because 
I was thinking of Josh for a second. I mentioned on the podcast with Josh that these four 
categories of miracles that Jesus does demonstrates that he is the Messiah. Think of the four 
things that give us trouble here in this life: sin, sickness, nature, and death. 
 
We sin, we get sick, nature can hurt us, and we die. Notice that when Jesus does miracles, he 
does miracles in those four categories. He's sinless, he has power over sickness, he has power 
over nature, and he has power over death. Those miracles themselves demonstrate that he is 
the Messiah, the Savior. In other words, he can correct those problems. He can fix those 
problems. That's what a Messiah does. He doesn't come to earth and do card tricks or, you 
know, saw a woman in half. 
 
Nor does he do something that has no real impact on whether or not we're saved from this 
fallen world like, allegedly, Joseph Smith of the Mormon faith got golden plates. What do 
golden plates do for us? Zip, zero, nada, even-- I mean, I can make golden plates in my garage if 
I need to, if I have the right materials. That's no proof that they've come from God. But even if 
they have come from God, they're not solving a problem for us like Jesus solves problems for 
us. 
 
Jesus, again, power over sin, power over sickness, power over nature, power over death. So, 
just what he does, not just what he says, but what he does demonstrates he's our Savior. So, 
here are the three reasons that I gave to these high school kids and even at Wright State the 
other night to show them that the New Testament writers are telling the truth. The first is that 
there is embarrassing stories in the text. In other words, they did not invent this story. 
 
The second is there are eyewitness details throughout the text, that they were really there, or 
they knew people who were there. You couldn't invent this. And then, number three, there are 
excruciating deaths. In other words, they died for it. They didn't invent it, they were there, and 



 

 

 

they died for it. So, let's spend a little bit of time on each of these. We'll get through as much of 
it as we can.  
 
If we can't get through it all, we'll go on the midweek podcast and talk more about it. I talk a lot 
when I go to college campuses and high schools and churches about embarrassing stories 
because historians know that whenever they are investigating a document and trying to 
discover whether the author or authors are telling the truth, they know if there are 
embarrassing details or stories in the text that are embarrassing to the author or authors, that 
those stories are probably true. 
 
Why? Because you're not going to invent things that make you look bad. You're not going to 
invent things that embarrass you. You might invent things that make you look good, but you 
won't invent things that make you look bad. Now, the New Testament writers, and this is true 
of the Old Testament as well, but the New Testament writers have filled the New Testament 
with embarrassing stories and details they never would have invented. That's why we call this 
the Duh Factor. They're not making this up. In fact, as Wes Huff has said, they're not the 
disciples. 
 
They're the Duhsciples. Why? Because they don't-- They don't get it right? I mean, they don't 
understand Jesus's mission until he's already ascended to heaven after the resurrection. Then 
they get real excited about it. Prior to that, especially before the resurrection itself, they kept 
saying, we didn't know what he was talking about. We didn't know what he meant. They were 
sad, scattered, skeptical disciples, especially at the crucifixion and it wasn't until he's risen from 
the dead, then he teaches and does miracles for 40 days and ascends to heaven, do they finally 
go, wow. I could have had a V8. 
 
Wow. I didn't know this was-- We didn't get it. And then they become the most energetic and 
successful peaceful missionary force in the history of the world because this event, known as an 
impact event, which I'll get to later, the resurrection transformed their lives. But they were the 
duhsciples prior to all this. And think about how many embarrassing things occur in the text. I 
mean, Jesus calls Peter Satan. 
 



 

 

 

Do you think they made that up? That doesn't make any sense. He's the leader. That's 
embarrassing. And then Peter says, Lord, I'll never deny you. What does he wind up doing? He 
winds up denying him three times. And then all the disciples, maybe with the exception of one 
at the crucifixion, they all run away. This is like a Monty Python movie. Run away. Right? 
 
 They all run away. And who are the brave ones? The women are the brave ones. Now, who 
wrote the New Testament documents down? It's men. What man is going to invent that he was 
hiding for fear of the Jews while the women went down to discover the empty tomb. 
 
No man would invent that. I wouldn't invent it. You wouldn't invent it if you're a man if you 
were there. You wouldn't embarrass yourself or you wouldn't make up a story that embarrasses 
yourself. You might report the facts, but you wouldn't make it up. I mean, if I was making it up, 
I'd say we marched right down there and overpowered that elite Roman guard. John said, get 
out. Peter Roundhouse kicked him. Thomas said, we'll be back. No doubt some of you may get 
that tomorrow. 
 
And then on Sunday morning, we marched right down to the tomb, and we saw Jesus, who 
congratulated us on our great faith. And then we went and comforted the trembling women. I 
would never say I was Mr. Sissy Pants while the women went down, discovered the empty 
tomb. No. No way.  
 
And by the way, why would you never say the women were the first witnesses in that culture? 
Forget about the fact it was embarrassing to men. It was. But independent of that, you would 
never say the women were the first witnesses because their testimony was not considered on 
par with that of a man. So, if you're making up the New Testament story, you'd always say the 
men were the first witnesses, not the women. 
[09:26.4] 
Yet all four gospels say the women were the first witnesses. In fact, one of them was a formerly 
demon possessed woman, Mary Magdalene. How credible would that woman be? This is not an 
invented story. All four gospels say the women were the first witnesses because that's exactly 
how it happened, despite the fact it did not help their case. In fact, it's interesting. If you look at 
the earliest evidence for the resurrection, it's in a creed. It's recorded in 1 Corinthians 15. 
 



 

 

 

I don't have time to go to it right now, but if you go to 1 Corinthians 15, verses 3 to 8, it 
basically explains who Jesus appeared to. This originated all the way back at the event itself. 
Even atheist scholars like Bart Ehrman agree this is a very early creed. In other words, it was 
memorized orally. Paul wrote it down when he's writing to the church at Corinth in 55 AD. But 
this creed originates in the early 30's, right after the resurrection. And notice in the creed, it 
mentions, you know, the 12 and that Jesus appeared to the 12. 
 
He appeared to Peter, he appeared to Paul, he appeared also to James. Notice who? It doesn't 
say Jesus appeared to. It doesn't mention the women. Why doesn't it mention the women? 
Because in a creed, it wouldn't help their case. When the gospel writers are writing what 
happened, they include the women because that's just what happened. But when you're 
formulating a creed that people would memorize, adding women to the witness list in that 
culture would not have advanced the case. 
 
So, they're not making this up. I actually had a woman come up to me once, and she said, 
Frank, I know why Jesus appeared to the women first. I said, why? And she said, because he 
wanted to get the story out. I said, that is an excellent point. I had not thought of that. Because, 
ladies, when your man comes home from work, does he say much? No way. No way.  
 
He doesn't tell you much, right? There could be a nuclear explosion down at the plant. He's not 
going to tell you. You'll see it on the news before you hear it from him. I actually, I was at 
University of Cincinnati year and a half ago, and a guy came up to me after it, and he said this. 
 
You think that's bad about men not talking about what happened at work? He said, I know of a 
friend who was on a plane with a pilot. Just he and the pilot. It was a private plane, and they're 
flying along, and the pilot dies, and he said, my friend did not know how to land the plane. So, 
just like in the movies, the tower talked him down. When he went home that night, his wife 
said, hey, honey, how was your day? And he said, same old, same old. You know, didn't even 
tell her. [Laughter] Men don't talk very much about work. 
 
So, Jesus appeared to the women first, maybe for a strategic reason. Also notice that in 
Matthew 28:9-- Sorry, yeah. Matthew 28, this is the Great Commission. When Jesus takes his 
disciples up on the hill in Galilee to give them the Great Commission, it says of the disciples who 



 

 

 

are watching him give the Great Commission. You know, the Great Commission, go, therefore 
make disciples of all nations. Notice he doesn't say make believers. He says make disciples. 
There's a difference. Anyway, it says of them in verse 17, Matthew 28:17, the climax of the 
Gospel, it says of the disciples who are watching Jesus give them the Great Commission. 
 
It says, some believed, but some doubted. What? He's standing resurrected right in front of 
them and they're doubting. This is embarrassing. If they're making this up, no one's ever going 
to doubt, right? They're just telling the truth as it happened. They're not inventing things. This is 
evidence they're telling the truth ladies and gentlemen.  
 
There's a lot more after the break. You're listening to I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist 
with me, Frank Turek on the American Family Radio network. Website CrossExamined.org. 
CrossExamined with a D on the end of it .org. He is risen. Now you're supposed to say, he is 
risen indeed. See you in two minutes.  
 
Did Jesus really rise from the dead? That's what we're talking about today. Because if he didn't 
rise from the dead, then life only ultimately is meaningless. Nothing ultimately matters if Jesus 
didn't rise from the dead because we're all just going to die and become worm food. You say, 
Frank, what if Islam's true? Well, Islam isn't true, friends. I can't go into it right now, but Islam is 
not true. 
 
Look, you've got three options if theism's true and the evidence strongly shows theism's true. 
You've got three options, three major options, anyway. You've got Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam. Now, Judaism, of course, is true. It's just incomplete. Christianity completes Judaism, and 
Islam comes along 600 years after Jesus and tries to tell us what happened to Jesus, namely 
that he didn't rise from the dead because he never even died.  
 
Well, why are we going to take a person that comes along over 600 years later to tell us what 
happened to Jesus when the eyewitnesses who saw Jesus, touched Jesus, ate with Jesus, and 
then went to their deaths saying he rose from the dead, they say he rose-- Why are we going to 
take people that come along 600 years later? 
 



 

 

 

That makes zero sense to me. So, the resurrection is paramount. If Christianity, or let me put it 
another way. If the resurrection happened, Christianity is true. If the resurrection didn't 
happen, Christianity's false. It's as simple as that. And Paul says this, of course, in 1 Corinthians 
15. He says, if Christ hasn't risen from the dead, your faith is in vain. And he's right. Christianity 
is a worldview. You can investigate and discover whether or not it's true. It's not just someone's 
philosophy. You can actually see if these events occurred in history. 
 
And if they did, Christianity is true. If they didn't, Christianity's false. And by the way, we're 
going to talk more about this next week at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. That's April 
23rd. All the details on our website. If you're anywhere near Knoxville, love to see the 
volunteers come out for that. We'll also live stream it.  
 
Also going to be the following week at Unshaken Hawaii. Yeah, we're going to Hawaii for 
Unshaken. You know, people always ask me whenever I go somewhere, does your wife travel 
with you? I say yes. When it's Hawaii, but not Dayton, not Texas, right? 
 
Not, not Louisiana. No, no slams against those places. But she'll come to Hawaii. Okay. 
[Laughter] So, she's going to come with me to Hawaii. Looking forward to that. Be out there 
with Alisa Childers, Natasha Crain at the Unshaken conference. That'll be in Oahu. All the details 
on our website. That happens to be May 3rd.  
 
And we also have CIA coming up, the CrossExamined Instructor Academy. This summer, it's 
going to be back in Charlotte. If you want to be a part of that and learn from myself, Greg Koukl, 
Natasha Crain, Alisa Childers, Allen Parr, several others. Go to Crossexamined.org, click on 
online courses and apply. 
 
You've got to apply. And if you apply, hopefully you'll get accepted and you can present, learn 
how to be better presenter of apologetics and better at answering questions. Or you can take 
the non-presenter track and just get the benefit of everything that's going to be talked about at 
CIA, three day program. It's going to be the, I think the 18th year we're doing this, and a lot of 
people have come out.  
 



 

 

 

In fact, Alisa Childers and Natasha Crain came out of CIA. Now they're a part of the instructor 
team. So, check all that out on our website, ladies and gentlemen. CrossExamined.org. Okay, 
we're talking about the evidence for the resurrection.  
 
I was talking about embarrassing stories, embarrassing details. There's even embarrassing 
details about Jesus. You know, in Mark chapter three, it says that his own family, Jesus's own 
family thought he was out of his mind. They wanted to take him away. His family thought he 
was nuts. That's embarrassing.  
 
His own brothers don't believe in him. That's embarrassing when your family doesn't believe in 
you. We learn later, however, that James, the half-brother of Jesus who wrote that little book in 
the New Testament called, yeah, James. He dies as a martyr in the city of Jerusalem. 
 
He's thrown off the Temple Mount by the Sanhedrin and then they stone him to death. You 
know who tells us this? No New Testament document does. It's Josephus, the Jewish historian 
and another writer, Hegesippus, who lived later. Josephus lived at this time. He may have seen 
this for all we know. He lived from 37 A.D. to about 100 A.D. This happened in 62 A.D.  
 
Why is James dying as a martyr for his brother when prior to the resurrection, James didn't 
think his brother was God? Because according to the creed, 1 Corinthians 15, verses 3 to 8, it 
says James or Jesus appeared to James. I guess that convinced him his own brother was God.  
 
Jesus is called a madman. He's called a drunkard. He's called demon possessed. You think they 
invented this? No, they didn't invent this. He has his feet wiped with the hair of a prostitute, 
which easily could have been seen as a sexual advance. Oh, and notice by the way, there are 
two prostitutes in Jesus's bloodline. Who are they? Rahab and Tamar. Do you think Matthew, 
when he's compiling the genealogies, he said to himself, you know? I really think I need to spice 
up the Messiah's bloodline a little bit. 
 
Let me put a couple of prostitutes in here. No, he's not doing that. He's just telling the truth, as 
embarrassing as it is. In fact, there's a lot of shaky people in the bloodline of the Messiah. 
Judah, from where we get the term Jew from, not a good guy. Judah's the guy that sold his 
brother Joseph into slavery in the Old Testament. And then he's the one that slept with his 



 

 

 

daughter-in-law, Tamar, who was posing as a prostitute. Yet he's in the bloodline of the 
Messiah. 
 
So is David. David, a man after God's own heart. Yeah, but he's a liar, adulterer, and a murderer. 
Gee, I guess there's hope for the rest of us then. I mean, how is this guy in the bloodline of the 
Messiah? So is Bathsheba, by the way. And when Matthew gets to her name in the text, he 
doesn't mention her. But he says instead, Uriah's wife. 
 
That's a slam. Why? Who's Uriah? Husband of Bathsheba, whom David had killed so he could 
cover up the crime with Bathsheba. In other words, he's telling the truth, but it's actually an 
embarrassing truth about Bathsheba when he calls her Uriah's wife. Look what David did. Now, 
ladies and gentlemen, you don't find this kind of negative information in the histories of other 
ancient cultures. 
 
We just got back, as you know, from a trip to Egypt a couple of months ago. In fact, we're going 
back. We're going back to Egypt as well as Israel and Jordan. This October we're going to start in 
Jordan, go to Israel, and then have an optional three or four day extension into Egypt. We're 
only taking one bus. If you want to be a part of that, go to crossexamined.org. Click on Events. 
You'll see it there. This is October of 2025 and it's going to be an amazing trip. 
 
And if you want to be a part of it, go there. I will say that I know there's a lot of pent up demand 
to go back to Israel. So, we're ready to go. Many groups have already gone back. Yes, there's 
still fighting going on, but you don't get near that area. It's actually when it comes to tourism, 
there's fewer people there, which makes it easier to get around. But we're going to go back.  
 
We're going to see all these things and we're going to go back to Egypt, which I loved going to 
last time. There's so much evidence in Egypt for the Bible and just, I mean, just the whole 
Egyptian history itself. Anyway, when you go to these places in Egypt, ladies and gentlemen, 
when you go to these temples, you know what they are? 
 
They're monuments of propaganda about how great the pharaoh was. In fact, previous 
pharaohs are etched out by current pharaohs to say, oh no, this guy wasn't good, I'm good. In 
other words, it's propaganda. They don't have any negative information about the Pharaohs 



 

 

 

because the Pharaohs wouldn't allow that. You don't find that in the Bible. In the Bible you get 
all the warts and sins of the people of the Jews and the new Christians because they're just 
telling the truth. 
 
This is why Dennis Prager, the conservative Jewish man who by the way, you should still pray 
for. I think he's still recovering from a terrible fall. Dennis says this. He says the main reason I 
know the New Testament-- Let me back up. He says the main reason I know the Old Testament 
is telling the truth is because no people group would ever invent such an embarrassing history 
of themselves. Yeah, I mean, look at the Old Testament. It's just one major sin after another 
about God saying, quit worshiping other gods. 
 
Follow me. I mean, how many kings are good? Very few. None on the Israeli side. A few on the 
Judah side. This is an obvious true account of what happened. King Ahab didn't write 1 and 2 
Kings. Why? Because-- And all the other kings who were evil didn't write it either. Because they 
never wouldn't put up with this propaganda that. Or they would try and write propaganda, I 
should say, about how great they were, when in reality they weren't. Because the writers of 
the, of the Old Testament as well as the New aren't writing propaganda. 
 
They're writing what happened, and it's embarrassing. That's one reason we know they're 
telling the truth. And also, if you're making up a Messiah to the Jews, first of all, you don't 
crucify them like a criminal. You don't hang them on a tree. Because according to Deuteronomy 
21:23, anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse. Well, Jesus was under God's curse. 
What curse? The curse of sin we all put him under. 
 
But if you were making this up, you would never say Jesus was hung on a tree because that 
person would be considered under God's curse by the Jews themselves. In fact, think about the 
trees. The two trees you find in Genesis. You find the tree of Life, the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.  
 
Fast forward all the way to the end of the book of Revelation. The Bible is very symmetrical. 
You'll find the tree of life again. We know there's a tree in the middle. What's the tree in the 
middle? The tree in the middle is the tree they hung Jesus on because we sinned at the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. 



 

 

 

The only way we're again going to get access to the Tree of Life is if Jesus takes our sins upon 
himself while hanging on the tree that they crucified him on. That's why, by the way, Jesus is 
the only way. There's no other way an infinitely just God can allow unjust creatures like me and 
you to go unpunished. He's got to punish an innocent substitute in our-- He has to punish an 
innocent substitute in our place. 
 
Otherwise, he can't remain just. This is why Paul says in Romans 3:26 that God remains just and 
is the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. This is not an invented storyline, ladies and 
gentlemen. Now, Dennis Prager is right that the Old Testament is true just by looking at the 
embarrassing nature of what they write down. Nobody would invent that. But I'd ask Dennis, if 
embarrassing testimony, and embarrassing stories, and embarrassing details show that the Old 
Testament's true, why doesn't it also show the New Testament's true? 
 
Because there's just as much embarrassing details and stories in the New Testament as the Old. 
Because maybe he's just not open to it. In fact, I've heard Dennis say this. I don't have a 
problem with Jesus being the Messiah. I just have a problem with Jesus being God. Okay, you 
can have a problem with it. Unfortunately for you, he actually proved he was God in so many 
different ways. In any event, embarrassing stories show that not beyond all doubt we could be 
wrong, but beyond a reasonable doubt that they are telling the truth. 
 
Now, what about the eyewitness details? That's the second reason we can prove that they 
were there, because there are so many eyewitness details that only eyewitnesses would know. 
And so, right after the break, we're going to get into that. You're listening to I Don't Have 
Enough Faith to Be an Atheist with me Frank Turek website, crossexamined.org. CrossExamined 
with a D on the end of it.org. And we're going to be back in just two minutes on resurrection 
weekend. See you in two.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I mentioned at the top of this program, we're talking about the evidence 
for the resurrection that quite frequently people who look at the evidence for the resurrection 
already due to their worldview, have a bias against believing in miracles. 
 
They say miracles can't occur. And so, no matter how strong the evidence is for the 
resurrection, they're going to say it's got to be something else other than a resurrection 



 

 

 

because we're not open to a resurrection. Of course, they don't they don't see it that way. But 
that's exactly what's going on. And the question is, what is the true worldview? I made the case 
earlier that the true worldview is this is a theistic worldview.  
 
And if Jesus has risen from the dead, it's not just a theistic worldview, it's a Christian worldview 
that the same being that walked out of the tomb 1,992 years ago, if in fact he did walk out of 
the tomb, is the same being in whose divine nature created the universe out of nothing. 
 
Now, if you want to learn how to better arrive at the true worldview, then you want to take the 
online course called 'Conversations with the Faiths: Worldviews' with Dr. Brady Blevins. Brady 
has done some great online courses with us. He's just done courses on Mormonism, on 
Jehovah's Witnesses, and on Islam.  
 
This course is going to show you the differences between monotheism, polytheism, pantheism, 
atheism, and these four worldviews are going to be covered in four weeks. And what is the true 
worldview? He's going to help you see that so you can help yourself and help others, maybe 
your kids or grandkids, on how to arrive at the right worldview. 
 
That's critical because it doesn't matter how much evidence you give for the resurrection. If 
they've already decided this is an atheistic worldview, forget it. They're not never going to be 
open to it. So, check out 'Conversations with the Faiths.' I think this course starts about May 
1st, and if you're listening to this a little bit later than that, you can still join. If you take the 
premium version, you'll have three interactive group live zoom sessions with Brady to ask any 
question you want. You'll also learn from one another. Go to Crossexamined.org. Click on 
Online Courses. You'll see it there. 'Conversations with the Faiths: Worldviews.'  
 
Okay, what other evidence do we have that the New Testament writers are telling the truth? I 
said at the top of the program, the first one is embarrassing stories. The second is eyewitness 
details. Now, as I mentioned in the book, 'I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist' we have 
the top 10. We're just looking at three, three prominent ones. Eyewitness details.  
 
They were there. How do we know they were there? Well, one of the ways we know is they put 
historical crosshairs in the text. Like, for example, if you look at Luke, who wrote, of course, the 



 

 

 

Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts, here's how Luke describes the time that he is describing, 
beginning in what we call chapter three. 
 
Chapter three, verse one to two says this. Now, ladies and gentlemen, as I read this short 
section of the Gospel of Luke, I want you to ask yourself, does it sound like this man is making 
up a story? In other words, does this sound like a once upon a time story? Here's what he says. 
In the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Herod, Tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip, Tetrarch of Itria and Tractonicus and Lysinius, 
Tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John, son of Zechariah in the desert. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, does he sound like he's making up a story? No. An exact date is given. 
This is 29 A.D. about why? Because we know that Tiberius came to power in 14 A.D. So, if it's 
the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, it's 29 A.D. or maybe 28, depending on whether 
you count the first year. You get the idea. Okay? Right about this time. All eight people in these 
two verses are known from history. They're all known to live at this exact time. This is not a 
once upon a time story. In other words, he's really pointing out when he's talking about. 
 
It would be like us today. You know, now we have, of course, the benefit of the calendar based 
on the birth of Christ. Actually, it's about four years off. Okay? It's about four years off because 
Jesus was probably born in 4 B.C. There's some medieval monk that made an error in 
calculations. This is really like 2029, okay?  
 
If you want to go from Jesus's birth but leave that aside. 2025, right now. You know, we say it's 
2025. Back in the day, they'd say, well, it's the 15th reign of the reign of Tiberius Caesar. It 
would be like us today saying it's the first year of the second Trump Administration. 
 
J.D. Vance is the Vice President. Mike Johnson is Speaker of the House. John Thune is the head 
of the Senate. You would know exactly. You know, Pete Hegseth is the Secretary of Defense. 
You know, this is the kind of thing, if somebody years from now had those facts, they go, oh, 
hey, we're talking about 2025, right? That's what Luke's doing here in his own way by using the 
dating system they used back in the day. They base on it the reign of an emperor, which is what 
Luke does here. 



 

 

 

And by the way, the book of Acts has 84 historically confirmed eyewitness details in it. If you 
just go from chapter 13 to chapter the end of the book, chapter 28, Roman historian Colin 
Hemmer went through the book with a fine tooth comb, and he pulls out all these eyewitness 
details that only an eyewitness or somebody who knew an eyewitness would know. I mean, 
obscure stuff like who was the equivalent of a mayor in a small town on the Mediterranean. 
Luke gets it right. What was the strange slang they use there? 
 
Luke gets it right at the time. What are the weather patterns in the Mediterranean at a certain 
time of the year? He even gets the depth of the water off Malta right when they run aground in 
Acts, chapter 27. How would he know that? Because he was there. Okay? And by the way, 
when Luke is citing all these obscure, seemingly trivial eyewitness details that he could have left 
out, but he didn't, when he's citing all these, he's also pointing out that Paul is doing miracles as 
he's making his missionary journeys. 
 
Well, why would he be all accurate with all these minor details which can be verified and then 
lie about the big issues? Doesn't seem to make any sense. In fact, there was a great 
archaeologist, Sir William Ramsay. He spent 20 years of research in the area Luke wrote about.  
 
This guy started looking into Luke, this is a century ago. He started looking into Luke, thinking 
this guy's not telling the truth. When he was done, he said, Luke is an historian of first rank. And 
he said Luke references 32 countries, 54 cities, and 9 islands with no mistakes. 
 
He didn't have Google Earth, didn't have an iPhone, didn't have the internet, didn't have 
modern maps, any of that. How would Luke know this? He either was there himself or he knew 
somebody who was there. He's telling the truth in other words. Luke has several more of these 
eyewitness details in his gospel, some from just chapter three I just mentioned. In the Gospel of 
John, which many say is written in the 90's, I think it's written prior to 70 A.D. John has 59 
historically confirmed or historically probable eyewitness details in it. 
 
By the way, these are all listed in the book 'I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist.' We 
can't go through them all in this radio broadcast and podcast, obviously. I'm just referencing 
this. And then the New Testament documents cite More than 30 people confirmed by secular 
sources or archaeology. In fact, we just went through a 22 lesson, one hour lesson series called 



 

 

 

'Digging Up the Bible.' It's airing on TV right now. I think the last episode's airing next week on 
our TV show, which is on Wednesday nights, 9 PM. You can view it on our website, 
crossexamined.org. We uncovered myself and my research assistant Dr. John Ferrer. 
 
We uncovered, I think it was, I think the total number was 107 people mentioned in the Bible 
have been found in the dirt, 107. And about 35ish or so of those are found in the New 
Testament. Who are these people? In other words, these are people the New Testament talks 
about that other writers and archeology tells us about. People like the Agrippas, Ananias, 
Annas, Bernice, Augustus, Caiaphas, Felix. 
 
John the Baptist is even mentioned by, by Josephus. James, James is in archaeology. We have 
his ossuary and he's mentioned by Josephus. All the Herods have been found either in 
archeology or in other writings. Tiberius Caesar, Pilate has been found in archeology and other 
writings. I mean, 30 plus of these people. They're not making this story up. You say, well Frank, 
that's the Spider-Man fallacy. Just because they have eyewitness details doesn't mean these, 
you know, the story's telling the truth. 
 
You know, because Spider-Man is set in a real New York City and they get a lot of the details 
right, but that doesn't mean these events really happened. Okay, I'm going to cover that in the 
next podcast. That's a bogus objection, but I don't have time to get into it now. I'm just going to 
keep going through the evidence here. You know, we discovered Pilate in a stone up in 
Caesarea in 1961. We've also have rings from Pilate. We also have coins with Pilate's name on 
it. We actually have Josephus mentioning Pilate. The Jewish historian, as I say, lived from 37 
A.D. to about 100 A.D. 
 
We have the burial box of Caiaphas, the ossuary of Caiaphas. And you can see this if you go to 
the Israel Museum. I've been there and seen it. It's just sitting on a table there. What's the 
burial box of Caiaphas? It's called an ossuary. It's a limestone box that the Jews used from 
about 20 B.C. to 70 A.D. About a year after somebody died, they'd go into the tomb, they take 
the bones out, put them in this limestone box known as an ossuary, and they'd reinter the 
remains because they believed in a bodily resurrection. 
 



 

 

 

So, they wanted to keep the bones together. And this ossuary was discovered in 1990 in 
Jerusalem. And on the side of it, it identified the remains as the remains of Caiaphas. The only 
Caiaphas known from history is the guy that sentenced Jesus to die. And this ossuary is so 
ornate.  
 
Maybe we can show this in the YouTube version of this. Maybe we'll put a picture of it behind 
me. But this ossuary is so ornate, it had to be some special person because other ossuaries, like 
we have an ossuary of the guy, you may have heard of the guy who we have his heel bone, 
there's a nail going through it. 
 
He's a crucified victim. When we found that crucified victim, his ossuary is just a plain limestone 
box. This one from Caiaphas is obviously someone very important. So, inside this box was found 
the bones of a 60 year old man and his family. This is not a made up story. In fact, to close the 
loop on this, do you know that seven people associated with Jesus's crucifixion have been 
found in the dirt? Yep. Herod, Simon of Cyrene, Pilate, Peter, Caiaphas, Annas co-high, priest 
and Jesus himself. 
 
He's on his brother James's ossuary. James's ossuary says James, son of Joseph, brother of 
Jesus. That's been verified to be authentic. So, seven biblical names from Jesus's trial and 
crucifixion have been found in the dirt in archaeology. And there's so much more, friends. 
We're going to have to pick this up on the midweek podcast.  
 
If you're listening on the American Family radio, you won't hear it. You've got to go to the I 
Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist podcast on Tuesday and listen to the next podcast. 
We'll talk about excruciating testimony in the next one. In the meantime, he is risen. And you're 
supposed to say he is risen indeed. Your life matters because the resurrection occurred. See 
you next time.  
 
 
 
 
 


